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T1,000 Canadians

May be Freed

MANILA, Aug. 23.—(CP

Cable)—Approximately 1,000

Canadians will be among the 32,000 Allied prisoners of war
evacuated from Japanese camps to the Philippines.

The exacuation of both prisoners and internees will be
(carried out as quickly as possible by the American recovered

personnel  division
command, the American Red Cross
|ﬂn:| occupation forces enlering
dlapan.

The Initinl *ease of Canadians
iwho eventually will come Lo the
.f.-':lh Ameriean Replacement depot,
‘near Manila, will be in the hands
{of the Australian section at general
(headnuarters.
| Canadian groups are en roule
ffrom Canada to relieve the Aus-
itralians.  In the meantime, Col,
[Richard Malone, Canadian public
irelations  officer, s maintaining
{Hnison  with the Australians In
iconnection with arrangements for
ievacuated  prisoners, and Col.
[Moore Cosgrave, Canadian mili-
| tary attache at Canberra, Aus-
(tralia, is due in a day or two to
‘handle the work of preparing for
the prisoners’ arrivals until Cana-
dintn Leams arrive.

It is not yet known (f the 390.
odd Canadains in the Hong Kong
area will also be evacuated to
Manila, however, arrangements
for them will be supervised by
Brigadier Kay, Capnadian mlill.
tary attache at Chungking.

Recovered personnel units which
will accompany occupation forces
will mnke lists of liberated pri-
soners bhelore Lheir evacuation and
cable them {o the war department

al Washington. IL Is presumed
this service will apply to Can-
adians.

Message (o next of kin will be
accepted immediately. ]
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Once prisoners have heen evacunts=
ed Lo the Philippines by air and

water transport they will find
specinlly converted replacement
depols specially  equipped with

every convenience,

During the trip to the Philippines
the prisoners will have medical
supplies, food and clothing availe
able, which will be taken to Japan
by the occupation forces,

Canadian prisoners of war and
civillan internees probably will ba
returning home directly across tha
Pacific, under arrangements to ba
made with all haste by Allied com=
mantders,

Most of the Canadinans held are
believed to bhe in the area north
of the Philippines.

The wur office prsoners of
war diractorate said that Japan-
ese headquarters infsrmation on
prison eamps was ‘lncomplete
and that deaths of a!l those who
dled had not been reported. The
bulk of tha prisoners in the north
are believed tn be in Japan..

Movemen: home of the prisoners
by air 1s not favored by Lhe war
office, which maintains that tha
sen voyage i3 valuable in safeguard.
ing their haallth, that It alds re-
cuperation and eases the shock of
contact with the outsi’® world after

Years of impriconment.

Only orisoners and internees re-
quiring medical care before they
ean travel wi'l be held In the Far

East for any length cf tjme hefore
beginning their voynge home.
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