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LONG AIR TRIP BEGINS TODAY

T_ribune:- Writer to Cover
Liberation of Grenadiers

By CORDON ROOT
(Tritmnd’s ¥ar Esss Catrerpondesh
DORVAL UAIRPORT, Montreal
Aug. d1—A iraln alr fotee hombe
i helng wheaed Irom™ A neacby
hanger 1o-{ha inrmno-li fropt-é
the  admisfdention bulhling  and
walling Toom st this busy’ Lrank-

-

Firaus nipht wa

their attention o the long cast.
ward lourney,

Tonighl we'll sieep In Lhe hickel
:;I?tl_, In'_lhirr homber ns the silver
- g5

A e
e nsiuty - duimm— RO We Wil
head soulh nnd east ncrass the
battlegeounds of the Iast slx yonrs

Atlantie ai‘part.  Within = fow
minutee wearll iake off on oA jour-
ney that i€ wmique
of Canadisn pewspaper. history
In the dive ahoad, we will
Lrave: two thirds of the WAy
arountd the world, more than
V6,000 fnilep, to bring fte Cana-
dlans gt home ag auickly and aw
cemnpietely a3 potsible, the siory
of thele hoys who, faging aver-
whelming oadt, fought 1o the
bitter end in defonse of Hang

Keong.

Full eredit for the arrangemonty
were rompleted only nfter ouer-
ecoming the preatest handicaps.
must po o the l:‘nnnrlmn__.ﬂrmt i
pubille relatinhs pranch. Since the
Japanose annpuneement o surrens
der. Lhe men resopnsible for army
publigity have worked uneenstngly
o ser Lhal, a8 quickly s pnrslhlr:
{he. parents, Wives antd [rienns ol
the ‘men of Hong Kong will have
a [ull report (rom the prison camp
|n the tiny Britiap cplomy and on
the main islands of Japan.

Theie army publicity men
sought space on westbaund planes
of the L5 Alr Transporfl G
mand, but were thwarted because
many of ke transport aircraft
had bsen withdrawn to join the
mighty armada_that will fiy the
necupation troops o Tokys.
They tried other rotites acrget
the Pacifie, and when these swere
found Impractical, they turned

i e annnlslrlen,

in Western Europe nnd Narth Af-
We will probably siop  al
Cniro overnight belore 1he hig
plane swings oul ‘ever the Susa
canal, Arahin, Persin and Lhe Per-
sian gull pf its way to India; |

The route [rom India b8 sill /in-|
deflnite bt there nre twn alternn-
{lves, we may (v “over the h afl
inte Ohungking, then make tﬁn'
pamparntlvely short hop into Hang
Koeng, or we may jumpto Maniln,
opernting with that point ‘aiom hags, |

it ls nearly four y#ars since
the troopehip Awatoa sailed from
| vaneouver for the Far East with
| the man of the Winnlpeg Grena-
| diers, the Reyal Rillesaf Canada
| and seweral ancillary units ‘on
baard, It was little more than a
menth after they landed at Hong
Kang that the Japancie entered
the war,

The Hittle foree fought valiamily.
[Thee whs no doubi of that in the
{pitifully  brief messages thal fil-
|te'rm aiit of the hriieged leland]
mestages that (ald of vaatly superior
enemy forces, of woter shoringes
and of ather hesrt-hrenking difli-
cultiss, Therp was ng possible hope
Ine pelinf but they fought until they
teauld fight no Jonger.
| Na onp knowa whal these Lronn
ihnw suffersd nt the hands of the
Iapanese since the dny ihe faroe
girrendered, The enemy, with eom-
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-Iplete disregard for the conventions
of war, has refused to permit in-
spection of the camp by a neutral
power.
That is the story that we are
' going 16,000 miles to write, We
hope to tell the Canadian people
something more about the brav.
ery of their sons, their husbands,
| their fathers against an enemy
| that was cruel, heartless, we
) hope to give them a picture of
the lives these troops have led
' in the prison camps, and we hope
' to be able to describe their pre.

iparations for the long journey
home,

l Shortly after the fall. of the
colony, Lhe department of external
affairs learned unofficially that of
'the original Canadian [orce ol
11,985 officers and men, 296 were
nelieved killed or missing and Lhe
remaining 1,689 were prisoners ol
war,  Since then there has been
little information through neutral
sources and the number of prison-
ors still alive is not yet known,
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