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Hong Kong Prisoners Tell
Story of Gallant Defense
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Grenadiers Battled
Against Hopeless Odds
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Hong Ko

ng Battle

[Cantinued from Page 1]

mortars with |
bl e ammunition. ~Borrawsd

L ahicter, mannad st frt by Chineie

drivers and later by Cavindlans,

fthe  China
commana hnmn&mu, handed, by
Mnj - Ge)-, C. N.. Malthy wm had
come Hong Keng a couple of

lram Kewloon since 1838 and had
plenty of time to plan their ate
tagk,

‘ “The Kaltak -ErMA et al L
nes:

Ioon. wha attacked
hiers at § am. uln atter
rald. one Wildbeeste. an old

|stin alreratt, was the onls British
[plane serviceable, A propasal 1
‘mnj\n;ln pinne he used for 4 token,
rain was rejeet
The Samahuipo
|bombed and same among cha Cann-
|dian rear parties there hecame the
‘ﬂul‘ :nllu(lllrn of ‘ihe um]\llt‘l
three Britian
Sront W Aestroyers Ieft the wr
Sor that night for Singapare, with
me smaller cra
. A3 mir Attacks were earried bl
ihe! Japanrial s tuo. calumns
|neross the Shumahum river toward
Ithe |1m manned by ihe Royal
[Seots, Punjabs and Raipuls, bal-
|etered Kong delense
|voluntesrs.

The Scots held the key porl-
tion &f the Shingmun redoubl
and en the night of Dec. 1.1,
2 sompany of the Grenadlers
..mn.nu.e by Capt. A. 6, Bow-

cromsed 1o the

harracks

of Winnipe
Tamiang o provide domm sup-
port. Al the
Grenadier company co\ the
withdrawal,

Shingmun [el] the same nlmrl
'i‘lwn the leln!u advanced with
nrmored The main-
land dz!nnd:rl lllrled to !'III back

lerossing to Hong Kong In whatever
craft they were able to board.
Jdapanese shells were drnp]:lm:
niow into the waierfronl Area of
Hong Kang and some accurate fire

at the contrete pesi-
I.lllml even before the

Rajpu troops
lllnlnllnﬂ. !mlnd o th
During the three-day svacuation
period the isiond delenzes were
renrganized with the Canadian
battalions being piaced in different

puts, eloments of the Middlesex!
batialion  and some volunteers.
The western brigade, commands
by Brig. Lowson romprissd the
Grenadiers, the Seatx, Punjnbs and
Also some Middlesex men and some
volunteers.

The first Japanese move toward

Hong Kuﬂl came the night of D'c
1516 I‘BIIEN\LHI A heavy bombas
ment from the’ Kowloon e :||
whs A dark llllh‘ Ini the.

ntt
erassing in hoats was made " the

area of the channel near
i pealtons conepied 'y a glatoun
of the Royal Ritier

Whether the pr.n' attempt
way » rezonnaissance. in.itrangth,

adiveraion or a full-fleged attack
wan net known definitely but It
wan beaten off, though soma of
d  thair way
rom then on
there war aniping inta the de-
fense poitions.

As the Japanese crossed again
18 stronglh on' lbe. ke, a0 e
1819 the Hang Hong defenders

were strung out, with the Punjabs
ncciipylng the wesiern end of the
winot, Whieh inelides. the elty of

dlde and the Rajpuia to the east
and northeast, Thers were nn
|perimater positions on the north

[ face of the fsland oectipied by the

Canadians.
The real battle of Hang Kong
week the dananete

ancakers had reached the nana.
torlum in a gap between Mount
Parker and Meunt Butler, hav-
Ing cut through the lmm poul.
thona In the darkne

Southeant of the mhm' pml
tions, a Royal Rifies company sud-
denly rams under rifle fire from
n position averlooking their de-
fenses in the Lei Mun gap. The
compnny fell back afier earrying
OUE  rounfer-atineks |.| which
casunliies were sulfere

The Japanese worked up tows
the top af the 1500- m'l, M "d
Parker looking Eﬂwn on the lmrlh-
eastecn channel ang nnmwl.ml

nwhile.
nlllncll! ot "Grammdiers engaged
the Japanese pumlnn =oithwest J.n
the ‘area af J - Loql
teatire gy Wul ount. Pather.
Gr‘ul;zl ;u;.lrmcmuudnn Lisuts
irkett an
& Wi d C. D. Franch, hot} in
A um.-qm company eom.-
marded by Mal. A, B. Gresham
of Wlnnlpe| wan nva red 1

J; L1
uthed and with few ex-
| ceptions every member wan killed

or captured,

Bath the company rommander|
and the second in command,

R Prairie was wounded
and ﬂmi a week laler,

5. W. V. Mitchell and E, L
Mitehéll of Winnipeg were missing,
after the acilon. Both are pre.
numed dend.

In their infilt:
lenmr erawl
winding around |hr
Ml tor eatchment purposes and by,
da - Toawas ngade head:
egp (JUATIeTs nren wan uader  dicect

ting advance Ihr

AL T e'elock In the morning of
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| from seatiered

Dec. 19 the Japs held the Tardines
Lookout and Mount Parker In

[strength and an attempt by the

Rifles

wal Mount
Parker failed,

to clear

by thy |ﬂ the Wong Nel Chang
gar, r than half way acros
the IIFIIIC and Vl Ir plan ta oul
the laland| defenies in two became
clear,

Brig.
o'clock, eviden
for wiiharawal of s headqunFiers
group from Wang Nel Chang.

During tha morning of Dec. 19,
1h tern farce

‘am,|
Obelisk Hill|

Nichot i
nnw.na the xﬂwnl llnn of Notting|
s

agne Loa Stone Hill and
Stanley View. Pillboxes and gun/nn
positions had to be-abandaned, and
by dark a new line was formed,
Bn the lefl 2 compesite com-
pany eomman ¥ Mal. Ernle
odkineen, of Winnipea, moved
to reinfarce in the Wong Nel

nd an Ilhll: vln

on hullulng
Maj, Hodkinson was waunded but
hay resovered, .

Tnflitration i nunm lawlrd
Repulsa Ba:
Hong Kong, IM hy mthu I)It
\tsland had been cut In two. Orders!
In Cal. Sutclifte and the
¢ama direct from China command|
headquariers In underground
tions Above the paval dockyard st
Vietaria.

Sir Mark Young. govern

or
Hong. Kong, visited Col. smmm i

before dusk on the 10(h, and st
displayed. good spirits.

| LI towal
Wang Nel Chang callected troops

came under
with heavy casualties,
A Royal Rifies company was ofs
ered 10 move along the road weat
of Stanley Mound

"l inflteation hy nigh
ers

Boms Japaness had penetrated |

Lawson ui Jtled about m
1
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soining ‘up with the western force

Wocss at Wang Nel Chang.  Agnit

there pport. and
Dﬂlhll

progress wi fis
Maj. \dln\ull! wi
and aevaciated and Liout.
v, of Montreal, wax killed by
||mr By the night of the

ran nd
s way o nwpuun a-_y an
Won @ Nel Chang road. That
s the mexrest they came to @
||mrllon with the western brigade.
The Japanese altacks Agninsi
Maj, Biahtop's company noldlng tm
oast flank, meanwhifs, hnd
ropulsod.

Remnant of
headauarters com
Gordd 4t Weng. Nl Chang o
having been encircled for {
days. AL the time they were
commanded by Lieut. T. A,
Blackwood, ‘of Sakkatoon, whe
had 1akgn over when Licut. (now
eaptain)' A, W. PHilllp, Winnipeg,
win wounded, Lieut, Phillip had
Nlr;!tevd Bowman when he was.
killed, e

bv\m unwounded men who wers

s nru

atoon of Royal Engineers. 2

Dac. 21 was spent under
shelling and hombardment al lelv
inch Japanvse mortars.
‘The Grenadiers were holding
(heir positions on Mount Cameron
the Japanese now have a
memorial to their men who died in
winning the 1941 viclory of Hong
ong—and turned hack llucln
trom the Wong Nel Chang area.
On the 22nd, the Grenadiers
had to retirs from the Wan Ghal
Gap when a company suddenly
fame under machine-gun fire
and the Japanese broke into the.
Grenadier lines. The withdrawal
wan covere . AWl
1, Winnipeq, with s
machine-gun  section,
Maj, Young's company ef Rite:
at n.e ulse. Bay was .

::

RI'W Just east, Elementa of a
eadquarters com malnod
on Notting Hill and battalion head-
quarters sl Stone

e following day the Gren-

3 |aniers retired atill tarther to Wan-

chial Gap and a line running south-
west (o Aberdeen, which was re-
sccupied by a force under Maj, J.
A. Ballle, Winnipeg.

Delfense groups now were boing
torn wider and wider apari and
were subjected 10 snining. mortar
bamhbing and m-mng by day and.

Young's Riftes ﬂlmmuw Wwas or-

v
a
dered back 1o Stanley from the

Repultz Hay area but was eul off.
Members of the company fried {0
et 1o Staniey Independently to re-|
join the battalion.

Finding |l impossible tn rench
anley,  You 34

) ETOU]
boarded a small boat and rowed
out to s lone British destroyer)

which was aground offshore and|
mnnt fhe night there. Meul crmn
Biaver, Toronie. nearm acros, he

y nnd renched Stone Hill safely,
l.lm John O'Greevy, Quebee, alsol
ol throvigh.

Meantime, Drglson's eompany
held off Japanese attempis on Stan-|
ley Motind,

Tn the atternoan, the Rifles were
rdered 10 Tetire south 1o Staniey
peninsuln for a Jaxt stand with
Deninson's company [eft behind on
high ground at Cheong Ham rock.

The iapaness attacked Mount
Cameron next. day and a section
led by Lisut. L. B. Corrigan of

Swity cur held off at.
t of the west
aded by Lieut,
Lindeay, 0L,

pe. A groun
W. F. Nugent,
held the Japancee at Bennette

Hill aa Bailie's eamp:
at Aberdeen was penetrated,

On the 24th the Rifles were. re-

umd by Hong Kong velunteers

d Middiesex and retired to Stan-

Snortly nfter mldnlnhl
1o n po

lon verlonking Stanles Village to
save off n Teporied dnp. break-
through atlempt. Denlson's eom-
pany hold on at Cheons Ham Kok.
Day nfincks ware carried out by
companies of riflek but 1nek of ar-
Ullery_sipport made. themhope-
less. ot 26 men

P A
al armistice wap de.
bioody.

ah and Indlan troops con-
tinued ta recelve heavy shelling,
A reorganized company
Charlie Price, Quahee,
-um: A e res

M ,,, Furv
was orderad |
ol tunley rond

1t
gt o, Six men ware “Killedtand 12

A eAr ﬁslnl & large white flag
wilh a licutgnant-rolonei
yal Enpineers who brought
word nl the end of ihe fight.
The Grenadiers lnnanl Christmas
n y. :Ir"kmg an attempt in
P t Abor-
den n In’nl!l"rn tn
ot ctaAne 15, Jeava. Repils
Bay hotel during the day hut the
npanese shelling wis Uninterript:
rd And machine-guns were irained
on the Grenndiers' battalion hend-
quartere
The Grenadiars moved From Wan

Bl.v, um lhl object of wmkm:
the west rn 13

lur“r. wllllﬂ A second ln!
(Fuvelsd A fow, hundred yards I
land from the southern const Iy

Chal Giap to Gough. Sutelifie, whn
survived  the eampaign bill died
nell B, 1942, af fliness, wan or-
dered 10 brigade headquariers and
1ot back word that hostilitios were

the Violal Hill rex.

Jnpanese were found 1o he|
hniding & spur position ovarlook-|
ing th hay bul 1he company tra-

Whlrh AR fllll of ril’llllns and
up the Japanese in the
ot garnge, Howoser, the com|
pany mulri)“ Ilrl beyond the hotel, |
any  commanded by |
Moy ' Iu Patker, ot |
ast slopes of
e nlnng "nA water eaichs
ment troughs and inflicted 1 num-|
mr of casualties on Japaness
mountain haitery caught In the aet
of u um»mng ‘their guns.
arker's ary W enilisd
immediately angse  farees
high on !'In]u HIII IIM n'lu foreed’
ta qull baek 1o Sianley. View,
A force of tha Royal Rlnu inder
Ma, 7. ::Humm.,, of Quaber,

innz Kong. valunteers,
IF!IIm'IIM to push (hrough the
enemy  positions around I)I Tar

Tuk zeservoir in the hope of/




