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"GET QUT

[LL HOLD THEM OFF”

Capt. Birkett Waited Alone for Japs and Death

By GORDOMN ROOT
(Triton Far Eaf Correaposdent)

MANILA, Sept. 13— "Those of| |.:
you who can move get out ol here,
Il held them off as long as T ean|

In.a will box on lop of a hill st
Hong Kong on Dec. 10, 1941, Capl,

Gearge Birkett of the Winnlpeg| |
Grenadiers, sacrificed his life mo|
that members of his platoon could |’

W— '-Elnﬂ_t_.- p
Sy it ot i

|

escapa [rem the advancing Jap-|| -

AReRE,
Today & member of the, platogn)
Pte. Leonard Mulvaney, of Winnls

peg, who urrived al the repatris. '
tlon: eenire Wednezday from a)
prison eamp In Japan, described the |’

olflear’s herglsm.

Wounted In the leg and hip as
the platoon pushed up an gnemy.-
held slape, Birkett standiantly re.
fused medical attention and cons
tinued to 'direct his men

When they reached the lop of the
hill they Iound o pill hox thers un.
occlipled, end the platoen comman.
der ordered. the wounded men
moved [n=ide.

“Ar wo were climblng the slope
1 notlced he swas hiv" sald Mul.

vaney. -*'['went over tn him and

q

CAPT. GEORGE BIRKETT

Sacrificed himself to save
Grenadiers

“Later when we: ware ‘snlering
the pill bux T saw hlsod running

alfered to trent him bBut he only;down hiz trowsers and agaln ol-

wid me Lo look aller the mrr.JurI
men.

fered fo kelp him but he refused
te' take the time and climbBed up on

Manitobia.ca - http://manitobia.

ca

lout and the Japs started to move

the lookout on Llop of the pill hex.
"Two shells huest near the Iook-|

in on us,

HiGet out of here while you
ean,' sald Capt. Blrkatt, "'l hold
them off"

The Iasl wo saw of him he was
knegling on top ol the plll box with
twe Bren gunk in ‘front of him
iwalting for the Nipa" Mulvaney
1] T R, : g
[ MWe never did hear from him

' npaln, but' T ean't see how he could

have come out allve

Bifare |he battle plarled, cop
tinved Mulvaney, the men had con-
sldered CaploBirketl ton regiment.
al and there was considerabls com-
plaint ahout his spit-and-polish sols|
| diering, but after the haitle at lht.
|'h.1|1 of the hill 1he 12 men out of a|
Ipinlnon of 30 who escaped wore
canvinced he was a real soldier

L

The eldest son of Mr. and Mra
Allan Bickett, 186 Glenwood Cres.
conl. Sapt Birkelt wos lsled as
killed in cetlon ‘enrty In Januaty,
1843  Hiz widow and two small
daughters live in Vancouver.

He was born In Winnipeg and
was secretary-treasurer of the
MNarthern Shirt Co,, befers he en.
Hsted with the Grenadlers,

He was one af the earliest mem-|
biers of 1the Winnipeg Rowing club, |
At onp time, he was a member 'of|
the Roval Bank stall in WInnlpeg,i




