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Crenadier Seeks Twin

Captive Mulvaneys Were Separated Months Ago

By WILLIAM STEWART
|vanadian Prooy War Cnrreagondint)

MANILA, Sepl. 14 —0One of Lhe
{oughest prison  campe in whieh
Canadians were neld In Japan wan
AL Nllgata, n ¢ity of 1,000,000 popu-|
intlon” eome 150, miles norith oll
Tokyn, where' starving  prisonses
perlormed. hord ‘labor under eclub-
bings in eonl yards, wanchouses and
i loundry.

Thers were 250 Canadiins there
pnd BY of them died of pneumonia, |
beriberi and dysentery during thoir|
stay feam Eeplember, 1943, unili]
thoy. were libevated, The p‘l'liﬂl’lt"l‘li
were undecnourished adnd  wilhoul
madical supplies.

One ef the prisoners Wbernted al
Nllgata s Ple, Leonard Muolvanes,
whase wile, Mex. Winnifeeid Ml
vaney, Tlves at 79 Morley ave,

Lesnard |5 now t2arching for
hiz twin brother, Tom, wha wan
alip tzken priiongr ay Harp
Kong.. The brothers were scpars
afed many months ago,

Mre Thomas Mulvaney lives il
B8} Elgin ave. Thoy are the twin
sany of Mr_ and Mra P, Mulvaney,|
458 Alexander ave. l

During the winter [t was bilterly
cold ab Nilgala and the camp was |
mwepl By great snowstormae, one of |
which made I8 mecestary ‘o move
from one barracks (o Aanather |
through sasw tunnels  Durlng. one
period atorma fled  up  rallway
iraffle and the enmp wnas |eolated
for three weeks. Practically until]
the momenl they were [ieed most|
of the prisoners belleverd Lhey)
woild spend  thelr Jast 'days in|
Nilgata, p |

At varidas times the ‘prisonegrs|
lost up te 80 pounds, same ol which)
they. made up by stealing food|
while on ane warshouse job. When
they wore  caught sicallng  the
pritonsrs were elubbed until they
couldn's walk.

Mulvaney saw &n American
prisoner clubbed to dealh |n Feb.
ruary, 1944, and a Canadian Wwas
forced ta stand outslde the guard-
houee for four days in freezing
weather, wearing only | hia
trouters and without shoes, He
suffered severs frostilte and died
later, '

The Canadians wére taken 10 Lhe
camp [rom Osaka ‘st two Viears
&g They were sddressed upon
arvival by’ & istringy, bearded
Japanese,  who seemed o hmt
charge of all prisoner Inbor in the|
Nligatla aren, He soon came Lo be
known, a= "Hloehenrd"

This Is what “Blusbeard” told the
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E'I'llO\‘F.'d to Marutsu to work ln a
iwarehouse. Mulvaney wis among
'them but he spent two months in
kospital hefore he was able to do
lany labor,

| Just belore the prisoners at
Nilgata were liherated last month|
“Blueneard” disappeared. On the
day they were fieed a number of
the prisoners, inciuding Mulvaney,
broke out ‘of the barracks and con-
ducted & search for the Japanese
overlord, Intending to Kill him,

Another Japanese at Miigata
was just the opposite tppe of
uwBluebeard" and sometimes took
beatings himself when he spoke
up in defense of the prisoners.
His name was Hura Hashi and he
often told the prisoners that the
‘United States was “ichi bon"—
No, 1.

Hura Hashi presented Mulvaney
with two Japanese pipes belore the
Canadian leit the camp, boarded a
train for Tokyo and then Hew to
Manila,

Mulvaney was S0 surprised by
the sudden liberution that he
colilan't believe it when he got on
the train for Tokye and suspected
there must pe & catch somewhere

| When he arrived at Tokyo and
'saw American soldiers and nurses
|2\1L|1\':muy fainted.

The Winnipeg private would
have liked 1o have gol an oppor-
tunity to serve in Japan &nd pet
some of his own back [from 1he
Japanese soldiers. These in the

I ] v re  still cocky, he
2 MULVANEY Sl nﬂ:‘ry were never de-

said, hecause

' TW.’NS | fented In batile and saw compira-
tively few raids,

_..-—’H.unﬂnueu troin Page Ore)

peisoners in faicly good English:
“You are my slaves. You are
descendants of the Anglo-Saxon
‘pirncy that we are fighting today,
'You are here to work, and you shall
work until you die and be glad to.

“If you prove to be willing
workers we will send you home
when the war comes to an end,

r That will be when the Americans

| an their hands and knees are
begging for mercy. It will be the |

| year 1950,

“Though you are sick in body
and mind your hands belong to
me.'"

Mulvaney said the Canadians
agreed that “Bluebeard” looked
just like “Geezil,” a characler in
the Popeye comic sicip. The tosk-
master nddressed the prisoners sev-
sral times in the same [ashion,
chuckling as he spoke, pulling at
his bear angd sometimes rubbing
his hands with delight.
| The Canndians slarted waork in
the coal yards, where they pusied
around londed cars weighing a ton,
At first they were barefool, They
were semi-starved and weak. The
first address hy “Bluebeard"” left
them all feeling they were con-
Japs for the rest of their lives.

When the prisoners left the camp
in the morning for the -Rinke coul
vard they drew hreakfast anal
lunch  rations at the same time,
RBut the rations were 50 meagre
|that the men ate them all at once
and had to go without lunch.
Work lasted from T am_ until noon
and from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m,

Mulvaney said he went to his
knees often while trying to push
a ton of coal along the tracks of
the conveyer from which it was
dumped, Coal came to Nilgata
from northern China and Man.
churia,

CSM. Vie Myatt of Verdun, Que.,
thouglt sick, did his best to fight
for better conditions for the prison-
ers but had little success hefore he
was transferved Lo another camp,

After a year at the Rinko yard
some of the Canadian group were
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