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GRENADIER ARRIVES-ON LAST TRAIN

Hour Wait Seemed Year to Wife
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By JAMES C. ANDERSON |

Pie, S, E. Varcoo, lotrth Grenine
\dier fram Winnipeg to return home,
lapcived In the clly Tuestay eve-
iningy but [dida't hawve the heart 1o
Hateriew him,

When ho anid, “No, plosse, not
now'" I could nol pross and ask
aboiil the hortoms of Ooynma camp
whore he had beon a prisaner,
| That was becnuse his wile, SgL
Slellp Varcos, CWLAC, Was stnnd-
ing there in the CNJIL rotunda
lwith' hor arm thraugh hik—tight.
| There was quito n light on the
(face of this trim, datichaired little
igll—=the Kind of girl you'd call a
rgood  fellow."

She was happy now, A few
minutes befape she had bgen un-
happy. ~She had Just finighed a
trying  heur that seemed ‘'more
ke yaars."

We were all down &t tha statjpn
al  BIA0 pm—Sielln, relatives,
friends, officinls, rpoiters  and
photographere

Pl Varcoo was scheduled to ar-
rive at B.45 from Vancouver. Bul
he didn't

Stella ook that on! the chin
thought it set her back on het
hosls, The laok on her face told
you that,

| Then'n [riead sugmested: *'Look;
maybe we've gol the wrong train
Maybe he came C.P.JL Let's go.”
We made the CP.R, dopot in
seeands flat. There wny a hunt
through the crowd, n check with
the rall transport offirer, a sherl
walt until the 7.05 pulled In,
Bul'{here was no Ple, Varcos.

A friend sald: “Maybe he'll
make the T.4% at the CN.

The party returned to the CN.
dopor.  Anothor check was made.
No one had hoard.  Mnaybe Fle
Varcoe whs coming—mayke not,
Everyone leoked glium, all buil
Stella, She was n little angry wilh|
herself.  She' sald; I shouldn't)
finve wnited for n discharge. 1
should have just got leave. 1 shouis
be at Vancouver now, 1 wouldn'l
have missed him then"
She wint ever ta the telegraph

| desk, She wrate a telegram. She

tore It up, wrote a night letter,

1t was for Ple. Varcoe's dad, now
living in Vancouyor, though Ple
Varcoe didn't know 1L

She came over beside me, leaned
against a pillar,  She ialked—ofl:
‘honded gmall Ak, Aboul her hus
band.  How he had lived In New
York, had retorned immodintely 1o
Canadna: 10 jein the Grenndien

when war was declared, How he
lleft for Hong Kong, and how, a
imontl after’ it fell, she jolned the
EC-W.A.C.

“l was with the first group of
CW.A.C's at Shile. It was fum,
We worked hard. | didn’t have
teo much tlme to think. It
helped.’

Mrs. John Norcls, president of the
Grenadiers' Ladies Auxiliary, came
over. Her Hushand is Capl, John
A. Norris of the Grenadlers.

There was smnll talk, ‘Then I
was time to go up to the platform
agaln, and wall, and hope, with
Sgt. -Stolin as she  walched 1he
ronches pass by unill the train
stopped,

Teople siopped down in seemingly
endless stronmy,  Bul thote was no
Pie. Varcoe, Members of 1he parly
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‘'with Stella spread out, taking
'stands at both exits so as not to

miss Pte. Varcoe if he was aboard,.

Then Pte, Varcoe and Sgt.
Varcoe were in each other's arms,
' 1t brought a little catech to your
' throat,

Then they were down in the
rotunda, and stopped, and posed for
a picture. And Sgt. Varcoe was s
;hap_p,v she made no objection to
posing at all, though for the last
four she had been evading the
photographers and _saving she
‘didn't  like her picture in the
paper.”

- Then T was asking him a ques-
‘tion as he stood there with his
arms still amound Sgt. Varcoe.

“Please,” he said, not now. Look,
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I haven't anything new to say, just
the same as what the other fellows
lare saying. Please,”

So he was asked no more ques-
tions. I just turned and watched
'as Pte. Varcoe and his wife, arm
in arm, and she just topping the
Winnipeg Grenadier flash on his
shoulder, walk out of the station.
And I felt very happy for them

both.
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