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SPINACH, WATER DIET

Freed Priest Wears
Coat Dropped by B-29

Rev. Bertrand Derouin of Quebec City, liberated from a Japanese
prison camp after being interned for almost four years, stopped over
at the C.N.R. station for a few minutes Sunday night on his way to
|Quebec and declared that the food @ |

S”.‘.’{;“‘":"“ ;’f;’;‘f. \l\;‘sg:]gm' |was interned was not “too hnd.“l
wes 8 I08G ek Father Derouin said, He explained

Accompanying him were two || o 19 ve ;
other Catholic priests who were hat he had been 12 years in Japan

interned at the same camp. They
were Rev. Raymond Martineau and
Rev. Paul Gagnon,

Father Derouin, dark and deep- |
;ly tanned, wore over his (‘lericf'al 1\ F:r monghs the three‘ priests
{clothing a jacket which had been| | Y69 on spinach apd Water and
‘dl‘npped in"a parcel of clothing small portions of rice which the
[r6m a B-29 Aug. 25 last * Japanese girls wrapped in paper

: B RS and surreptitiously deposited in
the waste neceptacles, None of
them was ever caught. Different
camps, sald Father Derouin, had
different regulations. Scme camps
were much more rigidly super-
vised than others,

|

prior to being taken prisoner and
{[had known the guards in pence-[
(time. He had acted as their inter-|
preter at various times, |

German missionaries were intern-
ed in the same camp and, ironically
enough, it was a German missionar) |
who brought to the three fathers
the news of their liberation. The
fathers were allowed to hold ser-
vices

All in all, the camp where ne here was no excuse for the
poor food conditions,” said Father
|Derouin. “Food was being sent to
us but it was our guards who were
getting fat on it."
' The prisoners were allowed radios
and newspapers—Jap, of course
(Derouin used to translate the news
{and write it on a slate for everyone
|to read. Jap victories were played
|up and defeats couched in clever
{phraseology which told the Japs
{little but the prisoners plenty.

The sadistic . attitude of the
Japanese was not concentrated
complete!y on prisoners, Father
Derouin said. “They are cruel
and heartiess with their own
peonle, As for me, | am able to
argue with my guards. My experi.
ence in peacetime proved advan.
tageous in this respect,”

| The bespectacled priest believes
that the occupation of Japan will
not be difficult insofar as yuling the
[common people is cone i. Kee

ing them.well fed, he feels, is of top
importan

»

|  “The Thought Police which
WMacArthur Is going to eliminate,”
sald Father Derouin, “are simi'ar
to the German Gestapo, They
call them Thought Police because
one of their chief dutiss is to con-
trol the thoughts of the people,
‘ They are a bad lot.”

There is no doubt ahout th
potency of the atomiec bomb when
you Kknow about the havoe it
wrought, gaid the Dominiean father
“Worms lodged four feet deep ir
the earth were burned to a erien.’'
he explanied. Father Derouin is a
cousin of Senator Louls Brauhlen

Father Bertrand Derouin 'former member for Pre vencher. A
wears a jacket dropped from a he made ready to eatch his train f
B-29 in a bundle of food and Quehee City, the priest re d with
clothing Aug. 25 last. He is a a wistful smila that Senator Ren |
cousin of Senator Louis Rer- blen had bhade him farewel]l on fa
trand, former member for Pro- same station platform when ha loft
vencher. for the Orient 16 years ago,




