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UNWILLING SHIPWRIGHTS

Winnipeggers Built
"Targets for Allies”

By JAMES RENMIE

VICTORIA, Ovl. 10— Huilding shipd far the Japs was risarded) he
twa  young Winnipegsers aa "lust providing more wegets (or Adllsd
(eete but tney think so Dtdle af thele own conet Ul lon skill that the

Allled * Nleels  probably e ren't+
[necosinry,  Thev're cobvinced Ihe
ehipis they worked on would sink by
Ithemsalves:

Pte, R, T, Johnmion, TH8 Valaur
road, and Pte. Robert Black, 220

[heeth, vven for'h Jap: and'the Pop-
ipermint Kbl so tamed because. af
o wenkodss Tor cheap perfime with
iWhitth he reoked ot all fimes, O0d
{Gus wha way deseriiod ax looking
Kllbride ave. were among new “exachly lke Mortimer Snend,” and
repatriated prisonera of war [The Rar and Snake-Ever,  both
gring through the medical earpr [named for obyious reasons, the boya
canditioning eenltre near Victorla sajl

|feopeed  (he priioners to wask al
{maht bursing the riee dump, the
anly foed segnly. But Lhe camp
eseapn undamaget,

Anothep Winnipezgoer preparing
for his depariure home Menday (8
Pte. Thomna H. Ford, 417 Mury-
tand st Liberation found him el
the zrim taxk of mining In on
minea In northern Japan.  Along
with the universal starvation: aicl,
Intk ol medieal sitemtion wnd Jap
nrutality, whirh nll repale recadl,
Ford hnd ane spacinl squawk

He walk eampelled 1o wear Lhe

Jap pplit-toed ghoes In the mines
and he never wanls to see thees
thinpgs agalpn.  These are the
thoes with a speclal compart.
ment for the big toe of each foot
and they're nol ednducive to
comfart fer Canddlan feel. heo
Aye,

He had one other sxprrience, nut
shnred by most of his' fellows, he
hnd eaten logeled grasshoppers Lo

Sunday.
ntarly four years of Impriasons:
menl during which thelr foreed
labor an ghipbuilders g a high-
[lght 12 them.

“The only qualilication we had
wad thal we appeared 5 litie more
fe tham the 'Tost of ihe starved
Canadiana ‘in Shamshiiipe enmp,"
inid Ple, Johnson, Both men wero
prisonery there for some timp after
Hong Kong fell and were drafied
lar work In Japan in Jenuary, 1044

| Waorking alongslde JTap ship
{pablders, the pair handled riveting
Iguns, eleclric  drills. and  other
iequlpment with no more (EalRing
(than a loak at the tools and the
example of theic Jap fellow
workors,

“We lurned oul some fine jobs”
they Taughed Sunday ag they hur-
rird through this camp’s routine,
enper tn he sastbound. for Winni-

They are back from |
[

By the fime liberation {rpops|sipplement the meager ralion: 16
ended this work, both these Win=|1ha. mines.  Blhewoted on a wice,
nlpegpers were old hands on thelns the Japs did It these wepe
Job. Moast ol the Jape disappensed lonsted over anopen Name  and
oRe At a time dntd the army and | tAieh

wore reploced by nther shlnhul.hh-u' “Dion’y know how they'd go now
bt they were darm gond then,

about 19 and 15 yeara okd, .
Both these nir-,ﬁ. by erafty re-|sald the pow: rabust Ford,

stealing of tools nad luek, esepped

bontlngs adminietared 16 sone Can-

ndinn prisoners, Butl (vpieal of the

spirit ol all the men now tha:

thex'te back in Canmla again  was

the upranriois laughter which ac-

companied. the relpting  of one

beating. to &  [ellow  shipyard

WOrkKer.

Even the wiclim, Pte. Mick
Bltepanchuk of Port Colborne,
OnL., foined |In the laughter when
tefling of the flsts. clubs and
koot which descended an him
for allegedly  cursing. the Jap
guardy.

pEg inon day ar Two. “One of our
hipgedt wortles was atalen Jonols
Thene had 1 be turned In each!
alght ms e went off shilt and the |
Jap woekers kKepl slealing H’mmi
They alole fromy ane anolher npd |

"When 0 wus expiained iatet
that 1 whaan®t ctming them, Lhey:
wore sorry and spid So Stepans
chuk smlled  philessphically, Al
three looked 01 Sunday allern Ll
day ocean crodnng Irom Jdapnn.

from us. We hnd lo stenl Irnm| They spoke  enthusinsileally o
them i keep out of trouble with' the Aflipd rmids on Yokohama but,
the muards. The whole thing was!secnllpd that one (peendingm: rnin
a pinje” mnde them work all might in their

They had nicknamer {or the Japs|camp alies a full doyonthe docks.
working with them, such as Bucks. | Fearful  that  spreading linnies)
A Buy wha sported colossil budk | would sweep the camp. Jap guards
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