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So cold ny feset are nearly frozen. No heat at all and have no
sockg, Get half bar of sodp yper man each two wonths,
Feet nsarxly frezs last night, white frost and snow flurries.

20th Thiz is our day off 2nd its so cold- no fire at all, 300 Amsricans
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8th

9th
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I3th.
14th
15th.

16th

coming, but not to this camp. .
Cokd and dreayy. We go in mine at 10 O0'clock. Had fish for supper
not bad stuff. 3 cases of bully beef, 3 cases cf weat and wegehntie
vegetavles, not much for 200 men.

Cold and dreary, we find it cold because we haven't any fats, 0ils
or sugar, Had 2 hard night in mine, rock hard to drill now.

Sun shining bfight thismorning.

Bright sun. Japs have taken all the horses away from here, mush
need them badly elsewhere,

Big shot here today. Suprosed to be some kind of change r=re soon.
Not so cold, had 2 good sleep. Reported that the Bagdalic port of
Italy had @eclared var on Germany. Bean soup for supvere
Sprinkling rain, not s0 ola so I slept wost of the day.

Not a vad day in mine. One wan hurt,; rock fell on his foot.

Not so ¢old today, We are being taken over of some kind of
civilian guard with bamboo sticks for rifles. Cemp Commandant
drunk tonight, couldn't walk, Vomiting all over. )

Working hard this shift. Had cold water to bathe in. Get so dirty
on the Jack Bamsr. Russians reported advancing yet. ‘he Americans
have captured the Gilbert Islznd .
The Bambvoo Guards are not very good shots, they may have a poiscnec
dart in thet bamboo blow pipe, like the natives of the Arazon Rive:
Valley, South awerieca,

Had to give back half our blankets. Weather not so bad today,

Cold and rziny this a.m, We didn't have P, T. because of rain,

Not much like Sunday, every day is alike., Guards gone awzy from he:
Finer today. but vhen there is no fire and you are cold and wet
and tired, it's miserable enough.

Have a sore finger, don't know what is wrong with it. One fellow
says'its a whitlow, very painful. Japs have 3 men in cooler and its
cold, no blankets to cover themselves. Heve all been moved around.
I am in room 13, cold, '

Two veard ago tovday I started ducking bombs, and shells and I have
been duckling things ever since.

Have all been moved around,

We go to work at 5 a, m, Mighty cold at that hour,

¥y finger is sore, sort of a deep festered sore.,

Fish for supper, two oxr three sbout the size of our caplin., We

get one cigaretie per day, they believe in glving 2 big amount,
Didn't worit so hard today. no air to drive the jack hammey,

Two men hurt foday, but not very badly.

Much warmer and some rain, Had flomunders for suppers:My gosh, but
we are hungry, there is a gawning in my stomach for want of food.
Raining but warmer. Always hunger, not enough food,

17th, Bright sun today. Not a bad day, but I Am so hungry.

18th
19th

20th

Sunny. Japs have twa men in guard room; they say they wers using
their batteries to light cigarettes down in mine, dangerous thing
to do on account of gas exploding , gas known as cozal damp.,
Worked on surface today, two wections of us. They ¢l a éection
in their language Bun Ti and a plantoon Sho Ti. Cur first day

in sunlight and going down in mine.

Rations have been cut down something awful, d-n't know how we
keep alive. :

21st. Nice and warm today. Have hit md in our tunnel; can't use tasw

hammer. We hnave to use a thing called picko, air pick inngug:°~
language. The Japng have brought in some things as a canteen, Ragor
blades, tooth brushes, puste, clgarettes holders and s04p boxes.
Rice and cabbage all day. Xmas is drawing near, would lilke to

get news from home, might be home next Xms,

22nd. Nice and warm. Didn't get much sleep, theynave us up cleaning

out toilet§ and clean up around the camp. We hear that Yanis have
landed on New Britian Island on 17th of this month, hope they do
fast work, i

23rd. Time ro2ls slowly along and Iknow they are not Babby back home

but we say that each year amd still we are here. Yhe hunger jism -
vworse than the work. There was a blackout tonight.,

y 24th. So this is Xmas Eve and we are down under the surface abour 1400

mebers, get out of mine at 6 a. m. “mas,

25th. Don't have to work today. That is & break. Ve worked 16 days

striaght so we could have Xm s off. I wag captured 2 yrg ago,



IPC 26th. This is Xmas day back home as there is about 12 hours in the

t
3]

ime, best wiches to all at home. Japs gave usg zbout 2 ounces of
aki, that is their mational drink, it tasted like moonshine.

27th Not B0 cold today. A lot of the boys are sick, what little food

W

a pet extra makes us sick, our stemzchs are so weak,

23th Now news of any kind. The old says no news is good news.

~Sges 20 th R
s}

aining hard, We had to stand in line as one fellow and his coat
tolen out at work. Wish we could get newsof some Xind.

30th Still roining. Nothing to report except I hope the new year will
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nd this agong.
Yis is the last day of 1943, not sorry to see it go as I feel
onfident that 194#4x% will see us free,

Jan. ist A new year is born and what has it to offer in store for us,

Just the usual day for us with rice and cabvage soup three times
Sir Walter Scott said (The workd is a stage and everyone is an
sctor amd we must all play our role, but we wust be on someone
elses part now, Lets hppe fox the lmmsimooudx best and take it
like tyue British soldiers.
Japs made guite a fuss yesterday as it is also a lew Year for
them an? they are all one year older now. If they are born 1In
TEC 194%, when 1944 comes, they ave two years older, s0 this is .
the 14th year of Showa, as the years of each Emperor's veign
is ¢d led ofter him, So they welcome the New Year with loud yelkg
of Bangi or as we would say in our country (Hurrah) :
Cold night, but no snow, there was about 1/4 of an inch of ice
on a pool of water outside the hut this womming. I think that is
+he date that Mammsa and Papa were mrried, what funny things
come %45 ones mind.
Dull, looks like rain, not so cold when it rains.
Reining hard ard we had roll call inside barracks, noi =o bad
as standing out in rain. Hear the British have bombsd Channsl
Islands . -
Cold, lobks like ®mnow., No news of any kind. .
Cold, had a light fall of snow about 1/8 inch, more on mountains
Time goes Blowly, maybe this year will end and we will still be
here. .
Dull 2nd cloudy. Have had sweet petatoes for three days, much
better then cabbage soup. i
Toey £till grow vegetables thiough wmdat of the year.
This is Elmer Scott's birthday, I wonder what he is doing.
Very fiwa=. J2ps are meking nsws neels, taking pictures of us in
bath or showers ard the Xmas dinner, '
Very fine, Didn't work very hard today. Alr was good and jack
hamrex worked fine., When air is good we don't have to whrkhard.
Now for the good news. wome Red Cross parcels came in today,
about 104 boxes from the Caradian Red Crossg, I hope there is
some il as it is no 27 months since I heard from hone.
Hice and fine, I heard some Japs talking and from what I could
wddwrroek meke out, not being good in Japanase, that there
is sor2thing going on in Burma and they mentioned 60,000 wen
in a dad tone, so yreybe they are getting the worst of it down
there, I hope so anyway. Also hear that the Ruissians have
driven the Germans 35 miles beyond the Polish border,
Cooler today. Just rice and cabbage soup for supper,.
Yot ruch like Sunday, Just down in mine woxking.
Reported that there is mail in cemp. Wikl we get it or not.
Japs gave out sowe of the comfori parcels, 35 in all., I didn't
get amy, one fellow § parcels, contained various things, soap
tovels, razor blades, chewing gum, and sweaters, socks, summsy
undexrwvear, shirts, cne blanket, camp choes, cigarettes, pipe
tobacco, handerchiefs, tooth dbrush, powder. We couldn't see any
date or postege stamps to find out how long they have been
comirg, but about two years I guess. Some parcels came here to
men in othexr camps,
Lovely and fine. One year ago yecterday since leaving Hong wong
At that time we were wishing for the ships to be torpedoed and
end it 2ll. Some prayed others cursed, happen what may we are
still allve, most of #@s anyway- or partly alive I should ssy.
Tine again, nice weather for alr raids, Just had our evening
meal, ricd and turnip soup. Didn't get our parcels yet. A year
agg I vas somewhere in the East China Sea in Jap prison ship
Latua Maru,
ts Fine and still hoping for the war to end; but I'm not heaien
yet for I would stay here the rest of my life yather than looss
the way. We have the day off change shiit also.
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Jot too cold, it rained last night. Had to do P,T. this morning
Just the samwe., Some more parcils ca2me in, X've had no luck yet,
One fellow got 7 parcels ., It's just one yeay ago that we

landed at Nagasaki port, landed in evening, then mwarched

throvgh the city to station, boarded train about 11 p.n,

Arrived at this camp one year ago. Were given Red Cross food
tod®y. I got plece of cheese, about 1 inch sguare, 1 ounce of
tea snd sugar, two biscuits, half bar of soap, h2Llf bap of
chocolate, two oz of butter,

Weather clear, just in from mine, did'mt have a bad night. Had =
few raising and prunes in our rice today. .

Very fine morning, rain this p.m. Had 2 tin of sardines between
four men, sbout 1 sardine per man. Yot much in wore than two
yeaxrs, hope it won't be very wich longer.

MNice and fine. Didn't get mich sleep today, had to clean the
wvindows inside and out. Had 2 can of meat roll beiwzen 6 men for
super.,

Nice and fime., A civilian visited this camp today, must be mine

joffieclal.,

Fairly cold last night. I was hungry this worning as some dirty
lousy thief stole my rice I had for the wmine, worked all night
nothing to ezt.

Yany of the mens legs are swolen up and faces, 7180 ssvere
cramos in stomeah, Ve are in a vad spot. A :
Light frost this & m. One ¢f the boys passed out on parade and
when they pilcked kim up, the Jap zu2xd commander hit them and
Sgt. Sheppard hit him back ind in the end, Sheppard was bayonete
in the arm, alm=most gptit in the chest, is in the guard house for
20 dzys, bkis zrm must p2in him terrible.

Last nlight of Jamiary, rext Jemuary is I'm alivs I hope to ba fr
This i¢ our day off, but they keep running us around and no fire
in the rooms ox heat of any kind.

Bright sun, but wind is eold. M2ny of the men have severe cramps
and diaherra, Had mussels for a few dags and they are spodled so
that m=+ bs the causs,

Sleet in a.n. turned to snow in p.m. Snowed about four inches,
Deep slush with cotton sneakers on, feet are cold and wet., Snow
gons this p.m, )

Walking through mud up to our ankels. No roads in

just paths and trails, | il i
Still hzve cramps, body swollen with Berri Berri., Hell on earth.
/ery cold this a.m. Like November back home, but they still pl.m
their gardens, Funny place this Japan.

fain egzin and muddy as the dlickens, Thers was a large pareel
bro§§ht hers today from the Awerican Red Cross . Overcoats markes
on Ve 305 e o el
Sun out this a m. but dull in Pem. Still have ecramps and diahery

- About a month since we had any bread. Sgt. Magor Caldwell of the

W. G. got beat up today, they hit him over the head with a big
piece of wood and raised %k a big lump. " - .-
Everything as usual, R
Cold and windy. Still have cramps, wish they would give us some-
thing for them, its for the want of bread, 21l wa get is rice 3
times a day. I got a comfort parcel today. I think it was fron
Hamma, they take all the puper away, but I caught a glimpse of
the address and I think it was fapa's writing, I got down the
articles so when I get back I'11l know who sent it, 1 pair of

blue striped broadeloth pyjamas, 1 large bath towel, I kaki shirt.
1 pair siswans scampers black, 3 pairs socks, 2 prs sum glasses,
1 razor eveready, 20 blades, 1 mending kit, %tooth brush and powds=s
shaving soap and brush, 3 cou¥s and me with my hair all out off,
ha.ha, 2 suits of summer underwear, 1 woolen pullover sweater, 2
sun hats, 3 bars sunlight soaps, 3 of carbolic, 3 pks chicklets,
2 sun hats, 3 bars chocolates. I guess that is a lot, my but E'n
glad, everything just comes in right, especially to choes and
socks, my feet are sore fronm wilking over rocks, with thin rubbe s,
soled snezkers, hadn't any socks, just pleces of old rags that I
wrapped around my fest,.

1lth, Tine today. Still looking over my parcel. Poor lom, how she mu gl

gmrry, I'm sorry to have c2used her so much trouble, God bless-
er.

12th The only article missing. was 8 pks gum, 4 handxarechiefs, 1 penc:\

1 vox shoe polich, 2 pks razor blades, so I was lucky after all
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Japs gave us rest of Red Cross parcel and 30 1bs more rice as
it is the anniversary of their empire. whe first Bmperor on
Throna in 2004.
Nica sunny day. I'm vorking on gurface the last two days, nicer
than down in that cold mine in dust and dirt.
Still on surfacs, very cold 42y, =noOwW flurries.
Ve wouldn't mind if we had thick wollen socks and leather shoes.
Pins today. Jap calldren mist be tough, go around with wooden
clogs, no socks bare feet und shaved halr off.
Fine in monring, Snow flurries in evening.
gur day off. Japs c21l it Bunday 1f i1 comes every 6, 8, or 12
days it 1s Sunday just the same., 12 of us will be given more rice
pecauss we know how to use a Jack hammeXe o
I go down in mine at lO_o‘cloak tonight. We have recelved very
severe orders about tobacco & matches in the mine. I belleve we zx
are going to work in the coal soon, as there is more prisioners
comlng here,
Spowed a2bout three inches this 2.m. but not cold.
1%t has snowed again. moxe snovw this year than last. 1 sce a lot
up on the mountains. 26 wmore confoxrt parcels in today. Arley
Enright got one. fail was given out today. I didn't get any but
Violet Enxight rentionsd that Mamwa had got a letter from ms when
I wag in camp H Hong Xonge :
Dull day. Some mors Red Cross clothes czme in todaye.
Dull day.
Snow today. About 1/2 inch. Japs are giving us leather boots that
came hers 2bout & year 280 not enough to go around. I was unlucky
didntt get any. . ;
Yot much going on. Many of the boys sick, can't eax the rice we
are turning sgainst the darn stuff, just force it down.
Cars run off the track last night, it's a miracle no one was
¥illed. Cot a letter from Mamma a% last 2nd she had one from me,
she got mine on August 28th, 1942 and wrote me on Sept lst. 1942.
received it today. ¥eb o7th 1944, This is the first lettexr in 3
years. I was in Nfid. when I got the last letter. Paspeviac East.
Sept 1st, 1942, We were all overjoyed on receiving word on Friday
evening Aug 28th, that you were alive and well and being well :
treated, your letter cume to Montreal and Stewart called me on the
phone and told nme, I could hardly believe it. Fapa, Grandna, Jackle
and 211 the rest are well, Have had a wonderful summer, very d4ry-
not ruch rain xxx four Loving lothex, The letter was typed , I dfmoxk
don't understand how it went to ““ontreal. Some more parcels came
in today. tut h2s been the nicest so far, everything was just right
¥ice day, sun very biight. Rumours abcut 2 naval bzitle in Pacific
Japs seem to have losi quite a few ships for the first time, it Xx=
400k place near the Caroline Islends, A stone from & blast went
right through one fellows ear, lucky 1t didn't hit him in ths head.
Nice and fine. I got five letters, 2 from Mamma, 1 from Ireme, 1
from Betiy Shannon and 1 from Harry and Edith, all mailed around
the last of august, 1949, Everyone was well at that time. Betty
sent me & snaps and & nice long letter, most of the letters were
very short. Mawma looks good, 2lso Meda, Gramma looks good bui
thin. I Tind Betty so tall, taller then Med2, and the children look
great. It makes & fellow feel good to see his own people. I feel
100 percent better tonight, work will %e light for me tonight, so
glad all were alive 2nd well at that time.
Tice and fine., I went to sleep on & bench in the camp grounds, the
sun was really hote .
Very fine. We go to work at 2 p.m today, they say it's 15 day shift
too long., I have read my ietters over and over a dozen times. Every
one is going around exchanging news. S0 poor Harriet Chatterton
died, more mail iIn today. I may get one at a later date,
Still nice and warm. but warm weather brings fleas, Some of the
boys wanted to buy my pajamas, they are the nicest in the camp.
Myx parcel is the nicest that ceme here so far, My feet feel so
good in the sockn.
Rain lust night. Received four more letters today, one that I
have been walting so long for from Gromm, she was well at that
tima, it was written in Sept 7th 1942, Also one from Aunt Edie
of psame date, and one from Joyce Hayes same date.
Miece and tine, We are working & very dangerous place now. L'm
afraid someone is golng to get hurt or buried alive. 1his is
winnies TDirthday, must be 30 years old, I thinke.
This is Stowart's birthday, I wish him luck @nd good health for
ny self I'm oiek as a dog, but have to go in mine just the same. I
have Diarrhsoa, have it fora long time. It is from being B0 weak
the least thing pulls us downe
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Riipn todny,., Had a cavein, two men hurt, one his foot broken,; the
other cut b-iAly but no bhroken HONes.

we praced up the roof todiy, did'nt drill any holes.

nime is terribly long, we are on & 1lb-day shift, it's too long
without a break, Get so tired but cen't do snvything &bout it, so
let's wait a little longerx. :
Cold and windy. One third of & wonth gone.

Dlowing hard, Supposed to have attacked Guam, don't know if landing
was mads or not.

Yot mueh like Sunday vack homs, the only way I cen tell it's
sunday is by this diary, Ten boxes of American Red Cross came today
but I don't suppose we will get any.

Pner today. They conducted & search yesterday, unexpectedly &
found & lot of stuf?, diavies, compasses, even 45 boxes awmmnition
took 811 our kit bags, now we have our clothes on the floox» in a
pile, gets worse dailly. :
Expect a little better again today, but can't eak, appetite so
vad, Nice ond fines. Suppozed to te a riot in towm,; & KXorean was
killed, not enmgh to ead the cause. :
were caught wlth scme m2ps sowsone found them in the dust box,

now they have us in the guard room.

Sti11 ia the guard room and have been standing up all this tipe,
getting tired.

Got out today, stood up all that time, -did'nt think it possible,

Leg's swollen badly today.

Xice day. Down in mine again, my legs are swollen.

Strong wind to day. Hugh Lim h2d been released from guard house.
but they have two more in there now. :

Nice and fine. Mot much going on. The 2 men still in guard houss,
Very fine. My legs trouble ms, 2are still swollen.

Lovely weather, but we have to go down to the mine. dirty place
and work so nard and so little frod. People back home would'nt
balievs we eat so little, .

Very fine, They get soms nice weather in Jaran. Two Sgt's and one
officer c2me here to day, don't know what nationaiity. o
Lovely and fine. The new arrivals are from the Phillipine Is,
They tell some terrible tales. In one carmp of 50,000, about 27,C00
died, 520 2 day.

™ ne. Thess Americans are nice fellows, the officer is from Florida
and one failow from Montana, the othexrs from ¢alifornia.

Raining today, but not cold.

Cold and dreary, not rmuch happening.

5ti11 cold and damp.

¥iece end fine, not much going omn.,

Very nice today, too nice for us to be in this darn old mine.

1st.Raining today. I almost had wmy leg broken, 2 large rock fell on it.

bt there rappsned to be a driil leaning againet the wall and it
saved me. another rock landed on my head, hurt my neck.

ond.I think this is Psalm Sunday, not sure as we don't have anyway to

Xnow. I have an abcessed tooth, face swollen out of proportion.

3rd. This is our day off, first day off for me in a month. At last

4th.
5th,
6th.,

7the.
8th.
9the.

10th

11th,.
12th.
13th.
l4th.
15th.

16th.
17th.
18th.
1eth.

day off I was in guard house. Lijece and fins.

Lovely weather, chexrry trees will soon be in blocum.

weather just grand, hope it keeps this way for a long time,

Read all my letters and looked at snaps again today. They freshen
the mind of things more civilized or western.

Rain a2gzin today. loon season chinges about this time.

$ti11 raining and lots of rud.

This is Daster Sundoy I think, bul no ezgs or candy for us. One of
our band passed away today. 3terling McXinley o He was sick for

a long time, I think 1t turned to T.B.

Just out of mine, it's @ lovely day. Cherry trees a-re in bloom, ==
some white, others plnk and pretty to look at, Funera2l of lMcinkley
JicXinley was only buried tod®y. lovely day.

Lice and fins in morring, dbut r2in in p.m.

Rein again today.

Rain but not cold. R

Lovely day, too nice to be & prisioner behird a2 high wall unable
to get out end enjoy oncself. )

liice and sunny. I slept out on 2 tench for two hours, got a tan,
Have 'nt  d a day off this wonth, these long shifts are tiresome.
tain this morning. I <ot Purt lost night, a stoné from a blast.
The MHnjor stitch d it with sewing neecdle, he s3id I was luckzy.

11 Joxt 1% had missed that bore I would be in o bad fix, it p~ins
me a lot lot, can hardly liy down I'm stiff from it.
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Tris i3 Hitler's birthday. I wonder what he will say to his people
this birtrday. Also Aunt Bessie's birthday. I wish hesall ths
luck in the world,
G*iné down in mine, buck a let better. Another man dled last night
We Be Chonelle, he is from ladeline Is., Typhold Fever ths docﬁo*
thinks,
Burial w:is today, another grave out on the hillside emond the pins
Ilo rain, but cloudy. Very guiet, no sign of releuss,
Hice day. I wondey if we'll ever be free again or get out of this
place alive, Lots of food for traught.
Dull morning nervy rain in pem. 3gt. Bill Condin got badly burt
last night, broken &arm, Thimmsde? diglecated hip and bad cuts on
head, leg might be brozmken.
Lovely and fine today. Ky tack is sore whera that rock hit me
the wound is infected. The bharley and wheat they hz sown in small
plots, like our vegetable gardens at home, is all out in heaad.
Raining today, wind south east most of the time now S0 we wust
be in tbe south east ioonsoon sezson as it 1s wuch warmewr,
Wind is cleared up, also the rain.
This is our day off as its the Emperox's birthday. Japs are =211
drunk, they gave us a can of bully beef beiween two men and a
can of vevetable between two men. That is Red Cross stuff. The
Japs themselves gave us 1 egg 2nd 1 orange and a bolile of Trwooex
beer betveen 4 men, not much chance of getiing tighton that. Tais
momming they chaatzad some kind of song or prayer for the Fumperor
and ended up with loud yells of Bonzlp hxmisomething like our
hurrah. Hops I won't be here foxr the next birthday. Ve were
wdlghed this morning, I weighed 62 %killograms, that is about 136
lbssnot so bzd on this food .

30th.Lovely day, but so many are sick, two men have double pneumonia

lst,

Ehd'
3rd.
4th.,

5th.
€th.

7th.
&th.
9th

10th.

1lth.

12th

and four otker have a temperaturzs of 105 degrees. The 1.0. thinks
its influesnza. Temperature of 1C5 isn't so bad in this place.
Grand day, cculdn't be nicer. We have a chicken coop, almo a pig
pen so it locks as if we are going in for farming in a big way. &%
Six men have pneumonia, no better.
Lovely weather. south wind just like August back home. Ve got an
orange for supper aguin teday.
liice day. We had soup made with ferns, the young ferns when they
ere from €% to 1 £t taill, it makes a very putrid meal.

$il1l lovely &nd fine vwith west wind, nice and balmy. If we wexe
only free .

Rain todsy =nd stronz wind. Had an orange each for supper.

Nice and fine. Roof is very bad where we work, hope no one gets
hurt. We got two cigarettes each today.

Wonderful wenther, wirnm breeze from the south esst.

Tris 18 our day off. Have the oprortunity te write home. I wrote
to granﬂua 40 words, Lovely @nd warm, about 80 degrees F.
R ined rard all day. Japs brought two pigs here about 5 weelks old.
I guess this is going to be a farm, have 21lso 50 white leghorns
sbout 5 oxr 6 weeks old. Go to work at 10 o'clock to night.
We have soup m=de with bean sprouts. the sprouts are shout 5" long
They are hard people to starve. Seported there is an epedemic of
iy in EFurcpe and America, I hope it isn't ¥rue. I got a new pair
of tabbvies today.
We got an 2pplexm todsy and hAad an orange yesterday, tomorrow we
g=t an egg, s> it looks 2 1little better for us lately, maybe the
war is ne rly over.
Very hot, can't sleep. Sun so hot 1t shines rirht on £y bed.

13th.liot so hot tod“y. Just right for sleeping. H'd ancther wrange and

14th.

egg today, I hope they keep it up, it's a big help.
Very fine day, Maurice d'Avignon got his leg bfoken in two
places today.

15th. we have todzy off. When the Jopanese men have their duy oi{f, the

vomen take over #nd go down the mine and work, they are cur‘linly
patrictic a2nd trying to win the w?r. Cur Shati Joe had been
called up by the army. Little cooler today, about 70 above.

We got an or2nge 2pain today. I shined my choes, Just like at
Lome, helps to pass the time awzy. Clgareittes are ve scarcs

Gnomwe of the men pay 1 yen for a cigarette =nd they Volk for O
sen per day so they work five days for one clg(rette. Large 4
engined plnes Just pissed over hbre,

16th Very fire day. Go to woxk at 2 p.w. Same old routine day in and

day out.

17th Raining hard and fozry. Bloir g%ull had bis finger broken today.

AB Red@ Crossg parcels came in todary,

18th 5111 raining. ¥less urz terrivle bad, worss down on the first
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flggr than 13psti\irs. Had clams for supper last night, long onss
cilled Tazor clams. :

Pina today, but ¥wery hot.

Dull end rain again. I still have diarrhoea. Wish I could get
Yews from home.

Hoping to get somz letters today.

3ice and Tine today. Two types of bowbers passed here toduy. We
got two needles tonight.

I am sick todzy frox the resction of the nsedles, Ifreezing to
denth. We got some more Hed Cross food today, 1t takes very

1lttle to help. We hive a guitar, mendolin, ukelele and harmonica
Bo we have lots of music. .

Very quiet, nothing going on at all. Time so long, can sse no end.
Fine weather, many planes overhead, & new type that I haven't seen
before, its a two engined borber, very fast. .

Lot moye mail in tonight. 500 letters, ons fellow got 32, I

didn't get ey,

Raining this a,m. but nice and bright this p.w. Jzps think war
will end after the slection in U.S.A. in November. Taey believe
the Democrats will loose the election @nd the Republicans will
make peace., I imagine they are wwong .

Very fine. We are working in the coal now z2nd get dixty, Just like
Koxeans,

Very hot day. One man hurt, a large rock hit him in the hezd. Jops
brought in about 10 lbs butter, we are fed wuch betier latdly

Had a narzpow escaps today, roof of mine collapeed and I was
vuried, my legs are 21l skinned and wy back 1s terribly sore, all
bruissd. Someons must be praying for ms.

This is our day off. My back is very sore, we also got another
needle for tetamis. I also got 4 letiters, 2 from Hamma, 1 from
Stewart ond ome from Robbie Ross. One of lamma's was dated Jan 19th
1943, a2nd one May 4th. 1943. Stewaris was Aug 3lst, 1942, Robbie
Feb 14th. 1243, so thrze of the letters wers from 1043, Just a
1ittle over 2 ye:zr old, Stewart's letier was by air mall, almost
two years gziting kers, fast plane,.

Lovaly day. Go to work at 10 p.wm. This 1s last day of May, hope
we are Trce this times next year,

First day of Jumne, weather terridliy hot, near 100 degrees in

ths ghade.

Heat ig terrible in day tiwe, night are nice. Fleas are worse

in hot weather 2nd mosquitos are getting bad, Nips are fad

about sometning.

Hot again today, but a light breeze cools it down somewhat. Japs
have moved the office out of this building to an adjoining
building.

Heavy rain showers. o much going on.

Very muddy. There 15 a Bensral of all prison cawps ¢ oming today.
Haven't bzen asleep yet. Inspecied by & Jap General itoday, 2 man
of about 45 years. One fellow has been out to 2nct her bldz with
7,8, If the war dosen't end soon, we will all hzve it. inother
fellow with 8 broken leg has menengitis, but is a little better
today. !

Working in coal now 2und we cowe out of mines like negroes.

This is Uncle Allan's birthday, must be 44 years old. ‘
Lovely day. wheat is all xipe. This is pay dsy for us.

Ye were vaccinated in six places today.

Weather i3 hot, but ws don't wind it very rmeh now.

Nice and warm again today.

Hail storm with thundsr and lightening. Bigzest hail stones IX
ever sawv, =

Lovely and fine. Soup hds been bad lately, we will get brezd if
they can get yeast.

¥ice 2nd warm, some of the fellows ars out boxing, we have a pair
of gloves, 7 or 8 were caugnt gambling snd put in guard room,
then got = terrible beating.

Lovely day, bright sunshine.

Nice and fioe,

Fine again. tomorrow is our day off, then go on wmorning shift.’
the flsas are awful, )
Lovely day. Ve had fun gudiiy today bvoxlng, roms the boys are -
too rough, they have black eyes and swollen ncees. the comp
cormander gives prizes of cigarettes at the winners, We hive tea
in tke canteen and vitamin pills. We are having a contest today.
This is sguash seagon, so we'll hive 2 lot of squach from now on,
Lovely day, About two days ago we had an air raid alarm and had
to go down in mine in our bare feet, I only hid my pyjamas on,
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could hardly walk next day. Heard it was & real rald, looks like
it's trus,

Grand weather., The raid the other night wos real. Fukoka was
raided twice in the evening and again in the morning.

Very fine. Had surimp for supper, thay are so rotten they Just
smell like 2 dead Chinaman., We wust be tough.

Very het and mosquitos eare bad, but would bs worse if it rained
more. Haxrdly any rain &nd this should be the rainy ssason. They
are supposed to have lost most of thelr rice crcps; looks bad,
but they raise three crops & year and the frult crop is bad also.
Meybe on account of no rain,

Heat is bad, but w2 don't miad it ac 1t is so hot in the mine.
Carried a Yoremn out, p=ssed cut vhere ve work, badly wangled,
vlood coving out of hia eves, =ars ead nose, We got 6 small
caromels wodeyy osupyose ! o have core from the Chinese Red Cross,
Somathing is supposed “v. u-ve happoned in the west on the 6th of
this wonth, hope it's txus,

Very hot end the wovuuites are bad,

Rain last night 2xd heovy wind, 2 hurricans from the south sast.
Rain 2gein itcday =nd getting very hot and clamny.

Nice and clear itoday. J2ps are making big changes in the working
narties; we are all mixed up nov, English all wmixed up with us.
?ris is our day off, go on night shift next. Hud 2 boxing bout
teday.

Strong wind from the south, so hot we couldn't sleep lust nigut.
getting ready for work,.

" Dull, looks like rain anytime,

R2ining 211 d=y. One of the Japs vho runs the cars got mad at one
of tune Koreans and hit him over the head with a big stick and as
far as 1 could make out he was dead, poor fellows, they are
treated like animals or worse,

Z2in and wind, but we had to do P,T. just the same .

Rein showers and air raid a2iarm. I heard the planes but couldn't
see them, .

Heavy rein, this is the rainy season, late coming this year. Ve .
had potztoes in our scup today.

Cloudy today. This is Meda's birthday, I sincerely nope she is wek
well snd that Forsoercormyy I m2y be howme for her next birthday
1 Joined the army July 6th 1940 sc it's 4 years today, seems a Zum
long time, )

This is our day off, very quiet ro roll call even.

Had to go down &nd sleep in the mine as Yanks were bombing this
island. I don't mind if they keep up the brmbing.

We got mors mail yesterdey, I goit 3, one from imma, 1 from Gram
and 1 from the Prime iinister. They were written on Oct 20th, 1543
not so lonz ago. Cne fellow got one wrltien on Jan 25th. 1944,
Awful hot. We hear that many places were bombed by more than 200
planes 2nd only 2 vere shot down. One had a woman reyporter on lmxx
voard so the Japs say.

Weather hot. Japs gave us some s02p tnday, we certainly need it.
Very hot with light jraere from the south east.

Heat continues, but there is 2 light breeze which helpé. -

Very bad news this morning, two of our men were xilled in mine by
-falling rock, they were crushed to de2th instantly. One fellow,
Charles Fitcpatrick who was badly wounded in Hong Xong and Ralph
Campbell from Campbellton N.B, His mother is Leitha licRae from
ry home town in Hopetown, Que. A cousin of my fathers, they will be
buried this =zfterncon. 5gt. D'Aviecnon will be the padre for FPitz-
patrick 2and ¥ajor Robertson for Campbell. One is a Catholic, other
Frotestant,

Nice and fine. The two lada that were killed hzve been laid to
regt out on the hillside among the pines, Fitzpatilick's brother
was killed in Hong Xong. Very sad that oncof them couldn't have
lived through this mess.

Very hot. No air raids lately. Heve mosquito nets, how gives mome
nrotection from the mosquitos.

Cur day off, but have to clean up 28 there is an inspection soon.
5ti111 hot. Io signs of releass from here, would lilke to know how
it's goinz.

Off cgtin today, some medical blokse here. We keep going all the xx
time, air or flrs drill.

Fine breezes from south east.

Rain last night and today. We only got cut of mine at 5 O'clock,
wires wara crossed and couldn't get signals through.

Rain agnin today from south east,
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July 23xd. HNice ard warm, just right.
o4th Nice again, soms wind from south easi. lHope we are released soon
from here.
o5th Nice =gain, some wind from south east.Hope we are released pretty
soon. Snere was a Japanise Naval Officer here today.
26th. So hot last night, couldn't sleep. More mail in yesterday. I did'z
get any. Nips all drunk last night
o7tk Still very hot, not mich going one.
) ; nsth  Our day off, not so hot today as we have rain showers. There was
/ i a Re. C. priest or Cardinal here today, he was either french or
ﬁ‘lsﬁ I¢alian, its nlce to see a white wan, expecially a fresman, but
some day we'll be free.
ogtn. Had air raid alarm, had to stay in mine for 3 hourse.
30+th Awful hot, can't sleep or rest. just sweating.

31st., Hot and claummy. }osguitos are bad in this kind of weather,
Aug i1st. Terrific heat, can hardly stand it.
oni. Hot as ever. Not working in coal now so we aren't so dirty.
. 3rd. Still hot. We have sguash soup most of the time now. -
4tn. Heat awiul, hope it cools of soon.
5th. Heat bad, also mosguitos.
6tn. Our day off, but so hot c2n Lardly rest. Food scarce, no meat ,
fish ox Yegetable.
wth Hot, but light breeze from south east.
8t} Hot in a.m, but heavy rain in afternoon. ]
oth. Cooler on account of rain. Japan supposed to have had 52 hours -
air raid, 2lso & cho2nge in Government. :
104h. Getting a 1little cooler, strong wind from south east,.
3 11th. Very nice d2y, bui we are tired and we just came out of mine at
15 o'zrock , then thexe was an alr raid and we had %o go right
down ngsin. We have a ga08e, pigs, chickens and rabbits now.
12%h ¥ot quite so hot today.
13th, This is Grandma's birthday, she must be 84 years old, hope sha
is hazpy and well and not worrying. Going on =mall rations
starting today so we will be hungry wore often now. Guess it
won't last long now. N :
14th Very hot. We get vexry 1ittle food now, not half enough
1%th. Oux day off, not a bad day, things must be going our way now.
16th., Hot ag=in today and one ssction has to work 3 extra hours each
day on air raid shelters, but we don't mind the woxk if they only
bomb here,mor8.
17th. Still not, ¥an by name of small fell and broke his ribs. Blair
. Coull has =zppendicitis, not operzted on yet.
1i8th. Hot day. Cur turn tc work on air riad sheltery went in about 5 Tt
it will take xz&ki= quite a while.
19th. Rained hard, didn't work on air rald shelter,.
20th Yot so hot. Just got out of mine, a raid was omn and we had to go
back. 11 large, four engined bombers, they fought feraihils over
here, but none came down, then in the night they eame back again
so we hadio go down again, we don't mind it. We didn't see the
planes, just heard them. .
o1st. Nice and fine. Reported that 80 plapes raided this island, came frono
China . |
, oond. Fine. Apnother air riad, we were in mine, had to wait.
; 23rd. Fine day. v
i 24th  Nice wezther. ‘ .
" sept Bth After a long layof®f I again take up my pen. Reached Sig. line. :
: Lznded Sept 15th. Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill confer at Fair-
) parks, Al2ska, Landed on Sept 12th, ;
12th Ruwours of peace in Europs. 135 British arrived at this camp on
Oct 12th. Royal artillery 22nd Regt. some engineers, 2lso some &
of 2 Batt. Loyals, @nd 1 Gordon Highland and 5 Augsies, 211 taken
priskoners at Singapore, they came here from Korea. americans
raided this placd on 11, 12 and 25th. Yunks supposed to have
landed on Layte Is., P. I. on Oct 21st. To}¥o bombed every day
_ lately. Cermans supposed to have rushed us back due to bad weather
foggy and couldn't use ths air craft.
Hov & THC wWeather terrible cold and we are not allowed to wsar our clothes,
e vuzl old straw tlce bags over our bodies when we get a chanca
to save oumr lives. Receiveda Red Cross parcel for Smag, its a God
gend. A long time of slow murder. This men in charge is trying
hip utmost to kill us 211l. This has been the wost trying tiwe of
fiy life, I huve missed & 10t of writing beczuse if caught it would
be certain wurder,
=
{f/ 1945, few Americans, rest British. They are

\ Mar 10th 140 new arrivals here today, . 3 7
\C\\ ' from Formosia., Flanes are now vombing every dry ond nlght. Ve have

crossed the Rhine and are at Muaster on Mar., 27th.
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2y 10th. Battleship Xing Gewrge Vv and cayrier Illustriaus are taking p2
in the fight at the Ric Xiv Ielunds. RuBsians are only 25 milo
from Berlin, they are also st Vienna. The Americans have lznde
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on QOkinawa. !

Apr. 1lst. air ryaids regular now. Reported that Germans have asked for terms
on April 30th, Hope At's true. Reported that Hitler and missolini
are both.dead. We hiave been given a collection of old horses heads

June 1lth

4

30th

Aug & & 9th

19th
20th

21st.

22nd.
23rd.

“nd other bones to mike s0UDy it makes very good soup. We make sSoud

twice with them and then send them on to 2nother camp. We also
got 50O or &0 large anokes for soup. I detest the darn things. Ons
time we got whsat, barley, Iye and some millet and now ouly rice.
we were in the mine 18 hours on account of the planss. Germaus
cked up on 7th or 8th of jlay. We got the news by stealing The

y papers and one guy c2n ingerpret it for us. Three more men
1illed todzye The weather is lovely, lizy is like July at home.
e plazne carpe down 2lmost 1o the. roof tops l2st night. Lucky the
nombs didn't come through the 00T

ianzs very low again imst night. One Jan. 29th, 507 B 293 raided
‘okanhama, they had fighter escori. ond June to 8th terribly neavy
a2ids on over all the cities. A fellow by the name of HoffmasteT,
cormmonder of the 3rd Division is reporied to be in charge of the
show over here, 100,000 Canadisn alr force is reported on way
over here. Queev Mu¥y and E£1izabeth and Acgquantanla are repoxrted
carrying troops homs from Fuvrope and on to the far Easgh .
1 watched the bombers for about 4 hours last night, they certainly
gave someplace a pagsting, the sky was just a vivid blaze of fire.
100 more cume here today, 90 Bussies, 10 British. Junz 20th they
rad been in Burma end Thiland, Out of 50,000, 16,000 of malaris,
cholera and dysentry. They were working on a railycad and averxzged
sbout one mmn per tle, also 50,000 Indians died. .
145 more British, Aussies, Awsricans and Duteh came here to day,
they came fronm YNagasaki on thils island. 8 men have been hurt in Xx-
+he last 24 hours, broken legs, arxd and backs, terrible state.
These pew fellows were sunk wher “bout 60 miles from shore, about
700 were drovmed, what luck, some could'nt swim and just perished
1. %e rots, Frisoners Nips and 2ll in the water together. We have
about B raids every &Y NOW, its gxeat, 2s many Bs 2,000 plarss
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2% one %ime, Zaye shelled wany ports and towns lately. Churchill

is e21d to be out and Atlee in his place. Iuch rain ictely.

1 hed & neryrovw emcaps from falling rock today. the raids continue
to get worse. 7his is our day oif. I counted 294 borbers and the
fighters were 80 thick they looked like flies, Two Japs plznes
went up 2nd a fight took place. The Japs were shot down in flames.
There were cover 600 planes up there at one time. It's their turn =
now, darn them. ' .

It's just hell on earth now, our planes smashing everything to
peices. when we gO down in mine now we can't tell when we will Z=
get up sgain, Cur Alr Force is using soms new and texrible Xkind

of bomb or mine, it's & super machina of destruction, Jjust deadly
wipes out whole cities, it explodes about 3 or 4 hundred feet in
the air, czused consussion of the brain. It is dropped by parachuls
the most desdly thing ever used in 2ny war., The Nips are terrified
Hove day off and scwething is wronz..The Japs are crying, I believe
the thing is over. Russians are in the war against the Japs, but
it's not that. '

They tell us we don't go down in the mine. It must be over, Don't
¥mow what to do.

cut of rmine ag2in, rust be over becawss we are not down ogain,Vhen
we are mot in mine we can't get eny news OT pPapers.

They won't tell us, but it mst be over, unot a bomber cverkhead,
can't write, can't do enything, can't sleep, everyone is a2lmost mad
won't be in the mine amy more thank Gpd. We are all crazy, can't
eat or sleep.

we heve to have roll call under the Kips, but will scon change it.
3t111 here, but we are almost fwee, Nips don't ccme around aiv &ll.
Ve are now our own bosses.

Very hot, bhut no news, 4 or 5 of the becys went over the fence,
caused 2 big fu- , Just goes to show how we could have gotten out,
hzd we eny chance of getting away. e have killed the pig and 2ll
the hehs “nd chickens, also the rabbits. We play valley ball, ping
pong, temmis, chess and cards.

Very hot. Yo news of when we will get out, this is very wmonotonous.
Occudaticn army is supposed to arrive here on the 26th and Xavy

on °8th., LoBks like e may be here for awhile yet. I was bitten

by a centipede today on the foot and did 1t hurt, foot 2ll swollemn
up and burning like fire,

Lo aryrdrary i)



e went for & walk today, 30 of us. We went out through
2lse hd 2 ewin, Cupposed to have an 2ir victory
flight over hers. we have the canmp marked with two laxge P O.W.slgns
Aug 25th  Very hot again this morning. Seven P 38 went over this canp &t }O.
4, ™. not wery low, 10 bowbers passed, went right on. Gettlng tired
°nd food is very bad, Jjust rice and squash three times a day.
26th Very quiet. Some @f the boys are talkhpg about going over the fence
apd poing any old place they like, but that vould be bad, the
peoyple are very hostile and would cul our throats in & minute. They
may riot at anytime, if we had arms it would be O.XK. but are not

armed.
27th Fierce rain

Augxzéth. Very hote
the rice fields,

and rainstorm, most of the fence is gone, the wind blew
it =zway. Iio trouble to get away noy, but what's the use. Food is
vl Jus* scuash and rice wilzkoikiregx wish they would hurry.
o8th ¥ine. 50 of us went for & walk under guard and had & nice swim, came
beek at 11.%0, The greatest sight since I am in this c2mp, dozens
of U, S. bormbars wzre over and we got 2 large mirroxr and signsl led
to them and they started dropiing foocd supplies to us, also mediclnes
it made us fe:2l so good to see hugh Flistening bombers, 211 B 293
coma down a few hundred feet from the ground 2nd drop supplies by
n»r°c%ute, lorge gasoline barrles with all kinds of food,; even fruit
212d. Fuch of it was destroyed when hitting the grouvd. The Jeaps
eves Just wopned cuts
20th Plones overre‘d, but didntt drop anything at this camp, but we could
see them dropping food 2bout 5 miles from here,
30th A lot of plines dropped us more food today, tons of it, Some Japs
i were killed by the large packs, big g2soline drums. They go right
tnrough the roofs of housed and go 4 £t in the ground. Fast fighters
were right down near the ground. I think they were Mustangs. liot
hungry, but anxious to leavs.
Sept 1let =ain and fcg. Planes overhead, we spread out 2 lot of yellow, red anl
plue parachutes to attract them when they come over, .
ond Zore rein and fogz. We can hear planes, bhut can't sce them. Jur food
is lowy; hope the weather clears up soon.
3rd.very quiet, Z=in all day.
4t S. C. M, Ildon end myself leff for some of the other prison eamps
day. vis*ted comp 23, camp 24, °00 Aussies, 200 British, eczwmp 12,
Chines cemp 11 200 Dutch, and 150 Americans,
5th Got 7ost many times, visited camp 4- 300 mixed, camp 3- 1157, 630
Americans rest Aussies, Chinese, Indians, Dufch, 2 Arabs,; 2 Canadians
6th Camp 21~ 650 Zutch, Aussies, 2ad 3 Amexicans,
7th 32ck at c2m2. 3ome of the avreas that were bombsd are completely flat,
200,000 were %xilled in 16 miwmutes. 5till burning in many places,
2ir drop 2 »l-nes. 5ix of our boys &ied of poison booze, supposed to
e wood, 21cohol, 4 British and 2 Cenadiasnsg, Clem Cyr froem New Blgdoms
xichmondwas one of them,
8th suneral todny, we cremat d them, put them in one pile, put cozl and
wood over them--- they burned for 4 hours. )
gth Peeling sick, Doc s3ys I have }Malaria, what bad luck. 11 Arerican
evacuaiion wen wvere here today. Ccl. ¥artin in charge, Iook 17 men
away with them,
10th Feeling sick. Aly drop two planes B 29s,
11lth Heavy rain., Yo plenes. Still very sickx but we have lots of medicgine.
12th. Hcin agein todzy, Some plaenes over again, they dropped parachutes
apout 4 miles from here, Where there is a ecamp with 200 Duten
nrisoners. .
13th. ©Otill cloudy. ¢4 fighters passed over here this a. m. They gave us &
denmonstration of flying this afternoon.
l4th. We hzve orders that we won't be moving till the 22hd. and they say by
boat from M2gzsaki,
15th. ZIighters cver camp, I went to a show, not muech good.
16th, vWent for a trip by c2r, what roads. Takes hours to get over the hills
road just winds 2round and around untll it reaches the summit of the
mountains and go down the same way, Raining hard this afternocon.
17th I =m trying *~ get back to Hawnsaxi where we are camped. There is a
typnoon on, water is up in the traina, ve left the c2r 2bout 25 miles
from here, had to swim onae vplace, bridze wae gone. Lost our hoots. A
lot of people must have lost thzir lives.
18th - The typhoon hag Jjust sbhout blowed itself out, but what a meas. Some
of the boys had to stay in tha school hrouse. I stayed here,
49th Fl2nes dropped us 211 the food we wint. 2 men were killed, bit by
f+1ling Yo es.
20th Planes dropped feod agzin today, Not huhgry, leaving on the 22nd.
21st. Preparing to leave, can'lt get going too scon. Insglish leave at 10 minx
o' clock. tonight and C2n~dians 2nd Ausslesa in worning.
29nd. 4 o'clock, we are at railroad, left at 6 o'clock golng through bombed

and ‘»'](,IJ ‘.1;9. o 20 t[le‘ﬂ D
*2 i a wunt 21 .

D) o
(s
(&)



Sept 22nd.

./?YSC,

Sept 24th

2374,

25th

26th

27th

28th
29th

30tn

Oct 1lst.

2nd.,
3rd.

4th
) 5the.

6th

7th.

8th.
9th.

10th.

1lth.

12th

=50
Just out of one into amther. We will go to Nagasaki at 12.30
and then the boat that takes me home. We are now at lagasaki and
it is completely ruined, even tne hills are all twisted for les
around. That bowbd ig a deadly thing. what missry the people are
in nov. hungry and when the winter comes on it will be terrible.
e were disinfected 2bout & dozen times. Covered with powder, went
through shovers, powder in our hair and ears, we lookéd like snow
nmen. 411 our cloihes were vurnzd, ail nsw Amsrican Army clothes
and now we are on the British air craft carrier Ho. M. S. Sneaksr
Theye are a lot of waT craft here, also tnc Amsrican Red Cross
ships, the U. Se. Sanctuary and the U. 8. Haven.
Sailing along nicely. Arrived Okinawa 4,30. 1,000 ships in and
ayound this place. There was fierce Tighting here this summer.
Sunday and we have church service. The first Minister oxr Padre
since le2ving Hong Kong. Hymns sung 0 God cur Help in Ages Pasty
Ormvard Christian Soldiers. As it happensd the first hymns sung
efter our cspture were the same as after nur release, The day is
nice and fine, we left parbour at 3.00 p.m. There were hundred
of war chips in harbour and the American occupation troops werse
janding in these invasion parges, thousands of them. I wnder what
the Japs think., We wet two more large air craft carriers and 3
destroysrs cutside of harpour, also many air craft over head. Had
a dhow 1%at night and one tonighte. e
Getting off this ship this morning, Don't know What ship willtake
from here, May go from here to the prillipines. 5
Okinzwa. This is vhere the 1ast blg fight trok place. Yow on Y.S.
troop ship Rainville, 16,000 tons, 1,700 of us on board, very
erovwded and hot. left this piace at 5.30 zoing southward.
Are supposed to pass Tormosa today, but e won't see it because
they keep in deep waters 211 the time on accouit of the mines.
Heavy rzin squalls, getting notter all the time. This ship is
very steady, 17 rundred on hoard. We see many islands and lots of
flying fish and sharks.
e are now off ths Pnillipin2s on the west coagt of Lauzon. Get &
to Manilla today. Passed by ‘he hard fought pori of Corrigider and
Rataan, cin 3¢e the big holes made by the bombs and shells.
Rain again. Thous2nds of ships in this bay, also many sunken ones,
some upeide down, others just the masts out. $t1i11l on same on3.
e docked at 11.30. This place vadly battered. Ths HMlipines mach
1ike Japs except they are darker, Got off snip and were taken in
S. S. 2rmy transport to about 18 miles south of Menilla. Amerigans
nave lois of egquipment here. Trere are some Japs prisoners here,
they work undex guard, are very gervile nov.
Heavy rain last night. We got American army clothes today. Had a
medical inspascilon. Austrailian Dgetor and the nurses were nice,
also got 3 needles, We are now being interrogated about how wa
weve ireated while prisoners of war cg ths Japse.
Not mweh ra2in today, but the mud is awful. 2lanes are sorezding
come kind of stuff from the air to kill mosquitos. Wewere p2id
today. 3100, in Anerican currency, this will be delucted from
our p=ye ’
Rzining all day. dany Red Cross worxers and nurses kere.
Went down to ¥anllla to a show at Tipes theatre, back at 11.30
City is 2 ruin.
wWent on a sight toulr, 1eft in morning, drove fox miles through
coconut. palms and banand plantations, s2w wAny places where
fighting tcok place, planes snot to piccas, tanks swmashed up. ete
This i3 my birthday, very hot, have been told that we may lenve
tormoxrrov, '
T+ is now 12 wnoon, Don't think we will leave today. Rain all nigk
Left camp at 6.30 for Manilla, went right on board and saliled out
of harbour at 6.30 p. m. ATre On British air craft carrier Gloxy.
Had 2 gocd night. This moTning we are going through the Strait of
gan Bernade at the southern end of Lauzon. Headed out in the
pacific this a., m. and the Thillipines were lost in the distance.
Rough nt times. the carrier rollp and pitches. This ship is 6¢0°
& 19,200 tons.
T™his a, m, 2t 8 r'clock we were sbout 1CO miles norih west of
the Jap hase aun stronghold of the island of «e--- and arouni 4
pem. wWere about 10 miles north of the forward Pacific base of
+he Pucifle fleet, the . liany hugh units of the U. 5.
Yavy in the distance.
Pogged sbout 200 miles sosth of Guam 8% 8 o'clock this morning.
Ve nre now in the wide Facific, just missed a very bad typhoon
it hit Okinawa, +he vorst in the island history. Americans may
have to evacuate thelr trcopn from the placea.
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We are now in the trade wind belt, at this time of year it blows
from e-nt to west. At 8 o'clock this am we were 200 wmiles north

of the Jap stronghold of Truk whkere the Awmericing had a hard

time t:king it, =2ni lost heavily., Its a coral islond with a

lagoon 21l around it. e
Wind not so strong. One of our hopsital cases died lust night.
buried 1ast night, : : -

Wind very strong, but we are going along fine.

We were at Longitude 173 this morni 'w. We have one extra day

going efet ag we cross the 130 mer.dzian or ingernational date line
So we have two Wednesdays ox two Oct 17ths. ) .
Fice todzy. We ware about 900 riles from Hawrii this p. m. One
fellow wa2s arguing that we wexe only 5 miles from l2nd, oczan only

5 wliles deep here. :
Sun wasn't toc hot &wdzy, so I stayed up on the £light deck. Watched
the flying fish. VWe received 1 Australien pound today ag a gift from
the australien Gevernment. It is now about 8 o'clock zbout 200 milesn
Irom Peavl Harbour will errive tris rmorning, 2 good time to dock.
Docked Pearl Harbour &t 8 a.m. Allowed off at 1,30, were suvposed

to stay in dock arvea, but most .of the boys boarded tiucks fFor
Honolulu about five miles away. I went to & lavy Recruiting Club,

we had & gong of girls sing and dance the hula hula for us on board
the carrier. They dance the hula hula in grass skirts and are
accompanied by singing and playinrg the Hawailan pguitar, They
certainly got rythun. Thelr hands and hips are the chief elements

of the dzrnce. 3

Left Peaxl Earbour at 0300 hours this #gMy 2. m. Nice and fine,

This is 2 powerful base, many submarires based heve. The o0ld Arizons
is still lying on her side. It wouldn't be s2fe for the Nips to
attack this place now. *here are hundreds of planes overhezd all

the time, real fast ore s,
We notice a coeclsr tang in the air already. I Just cawme from the
show in the hanger, the picture was Seatter Brizns., One month

since we left Japan, armother 4,000 miles to go.

Getiing cold, or maybe ws notice it wore on 2cecount of being in

the tropics for the lzst while back.

¥2irly rougn thisxz &, m. Heve seen many gulls. We notice the coXd
very mch already what #ill we do in January,

Gatting znxious to get on dry land, this iz our l2st night on ship,
rougny
Early morning, we 2re in sight of land and I knov its Canada. but

it is real chilly, Ve came in port, the nawvrl 2% 0900 Esquitmalt,
gol off ship at 120 hours, then taken in dbus through Vieloriz to
Gofdon Head ¢amp, axe now drawing our cdothing. I got letters frem
mwra, leda, Aunt Besgle and Betty,



o
who szent 32 months working in & cocl mine at

The Following was taken from Issue of Oatobsy
5tu. 1045 of the Montwrezael Daily Star

}anilla, Oct S5th. lHembers of rarty of 160 Conadian prisoners of war
i |

Y.
rawvasakl in Japan related
Lmed to break out of the cthmp when the Allies

vesterday how they pla :
invaded Jopan and fight with other Allied prisoners ag a guerilla aml

sabotage group. The prisoners vho were repeatedly told by the Japansse
guards that when the invasion came they would all premptly be killed, mads
plans according to that advice. They prepared wmeps of the area and slowly
built uo in 2 camp & bidden store of 800 sticks of dynemite stolen from
the minz. When word of the invasion come they intended to smash thelr wey
out of the camp, destroy bridges and other installations, ond atitack an
sipficld . The Jaranese 2lmost stuwbed on the plan ﬁarch ;6th, 1944 when
they discovered soume of the British Staff Sargeant Hugh Linmb o? the Hong
Kong Volunteer force who ezrn=d the respect of every Caznadian during the
imprisorment. Six others in the group were locked in the dungeon and mads
to stand at attention for 31 hours without 2 break. They wers Sgi. Hate We
R. Soobiuead: gownoms Parkes, Richmond Quebec, Sgt. Majk, Frank Ebdon,
Doniconni, Quebse, Sgt. ¥Maj. F. B. Cauldwell, Winnizeg, Sgt. Lance Ross
Hopetcwn, Quebec, £gt. Maurics D'Avignon, Marieville, Quebec, And Rimn
nyank Durns, Hartford, Conn. Parkes called the dungeon (2 missrable dixty
hole) ond said men wihio waversd during the hours they stcod racing the
walls were prodded with sharpensd bamboo sticks. Thoge who fell were bheaten
To ma%e tne ordesl worse, they were fed small portions of Japaness rice
2nd menthiuls of sa2lied water, Though the camp was good as such Japanese
establichments go, most the the prisconers suffersd from wmalnutriticn and
had to work despite illness. One Canzdian vwho was seriously 11l and wag
foresd by bsating to go into the mine, dled before finlshing his eight kme
hour shif?t. Lest winter the oprisoners suffered severely from the cold, but
were kept working nearly = mile underground in tumnels which they had dug
origin2lly. ‘he tunnels vere reinforced with concrete walls in which ag &
sabhotoge measurs, the prisioners packed mine tcols and other implemsnis.
The prisonsrs received numerous beatings admisinstered by the Japanese
guards and work lesders, who iived in terror of 2 black moustache ninz
1zbour, commzndent, nicknamed Hitler. The guards and work lexders used
every meang they could to keep coal produciion high. Mine cave ins took
the livess of two (zhzdians mnd nine others died of illnees during ths 14
months flrwy the priscners worked to develps the mine and 18 during which
they produced soft coal. The mine eventually produced 250 tons daily. The
Canadians learned the taste of horsehead soup, theysthey managed to keep
gn zood spirits to the utter amdzement of the Japanese. The gwoup from
Xewesalki, now in i2nilla awaited repatriation, included Qoms, Tom Smith
Donnccona, CSM Herold Sheperd, Riverbend, Guebec, Sgt., Leslie Stickles,
East Angus, Guebec, Sgt. Charles Fletcher, ILake legantic, Quebec, Sgt. EFk
Bi1ll Hawke, Cowansville, GQuabec, And Sgt. Bob Barter , Grand Cascapsdis. fw

Suedbec,




