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A __MESSAGE FROM "OUR _ TRESIDENT

TO ALL B. C. BRANCH -MEMBERS , WIVES ,  AND FAMILIES,
AND TO  ALL HONGKONG  VETERANS AND ~ OUR - FRIENDS
ELSEWHERE, BEST WISHES FOR A HAPDY , ENJOYABLE
IND SAFE SUMMER IN  1980.
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UNTIL foy DO
by S/5gt Harry MacNaughton

What have you done today,lad,

As you made the rounds of the Camp.
Did the light of desire really shine
As bright as fladdin's lanmp.

Did you stop to say a word or two
Ta the chap whose face was long;
Did you bring a sparkle to his eyes
ind leave in his heart a song.

Did you drop in where the sickly lay
Did you bring them hope and cheer
That soon they'd be with loved ones,
that the end was very near.

Did you say "hello" in passing by
The halt, the lame and the blind,
Did you make it seem a duty

Not attempt at teing kind.

Did you with patience listen

To someone's "ups and downs"

Did you tell him that a smile or two
Are tetter far than frowns.

If you've done these things, my lad,
You too, can wear a snlle

That will start you off tomorrow

To do the things worth while.
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ANOTHER " FIRST i WUR Us

To the laurels already earned by this
magazine, including its presence -amon~
gst official records in the Canadian
War Museum's reference library, we are
now honoured and privileged to add
what we consider the most authentic -
and complete on-the~spot account of
Hongkong and what it was like back in
1941-45, by any one individual. It is”
the Diary of the late Padre Uriah Laite
MoCt,DoDa a Man of God and a Man of
Peace, who was suddenly injected imto
the centre of the carnage of war and
the desperate days which followed wit-
hin the confines of a Japanese POW
Camp'

The Diary, compiled from day to day,
is written by hand, clandestinely, in
secrecy and at the risk of physical
harm, if not possible execution, if it
had been found by the Japanese, is ch-
aracteristic of the man himself. There
was no rancour, hate or vengefulnéss
and completely selfless. Compared to
Other fictionalised versions by various
authors who weren't even there, it is,
to our minds, unimpeachable and history
in itself.

Vle are deeply and gratefully indebted
to our Padre's beloved widow,Sally, for
permission to put it into primt for the
very first time ever, for benefit of
all Hongkong Veterans and it is with
immense pride that we record it for
posterity in tribute to our esteemed
friend and comrade , Padre Uriah Laite.

We also find this, his story, exemp=-
lary of what a Hongkong Veteran is =-a
part of a unique and splendid body of
men( here too, we include their wives
and families who also suffered in their
patient waiting) who endured an ordeal
few can ever hope to match,

To say that we shculd be proud, w111be
the biggest understatement of all time.

(Please turn to Page 3 for, the first

instalment of this serialised version.)

BsC. BRANCH ANNUAL MEETING-REUNION

The first of two Branch Annual Meeti-
ngs and Reunions , at the Biltmore
Hotel,Vancouver, on 15 March 1980,
proved both rewarding and disappoint-
ing at the same time.

It was rewarding in the sense that
the usual happy and sociable get~to-
gether crowd, s0 characteristic of our
gatherings, were in atténdance and
enjoyed the substantial half-chicken
dinner, complete with trimmings,that
was served(enough to see some 'doggy

= bags' being in evidence!), and disap-

pointing in that a much smaller numb-
er managed to make it. That horrid
flu' bug and the possibility of more
snow falling, can be blamed for it.

Emphasizing the good-fellowship that
continues to flourish between Hongkong
veterans throughout the land, there
were from outside the Vancouver area:
the Len Seaborns from Neepawa,Man.;
Frank Petch(Blue River);Paul Luchka
(Hope); Harry VWhite(Okanagan Falls)
and Joe Rafferty(Vedder Crossing’.
From the Island came the Bob Manches-
ters, Lionel Spellers, Efnie Hodkin-
sons(party of 6),Walter Jenkins,Gerry
Mabley,Gerry Stewart and John Leeson.

Our Reunions will not be complete
without our friends from south of the
border and this time, we welcomed
the Harold Pages,. Dom Galloways, Ralph
Whaleys and Bill Parncld,ali from
Washington.

The business meeting discussed a num-
ber of important decisions to be made
amongst which were:

1. That Bob Manchester takes to Winn-
ipeg end of June, a reiteration of B.
C. Branch's stand against any attempt
to revive treating POW compensation
separate from existing pensions. This
will be at the National Council Meeti=-
ng scheduled for June 27 through 29.
2. Cost of trip by B.C.Branch delegate
will be borne by the Branch. 1t was
revealed that,hitherte, our President

(continuad on Page 7)
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EDITORI AL

A reader asked: Was the editorial in
our last lssue regarding the continued
receipt of the Roll Call by all B.C.
Branch members be confirmed, necessary¢

We believe it was. There were a number‘n

whe had not acknowledged in any way at g
all - not even a peep over the phone ~ ;
that they had ever received our magaz-
ine ever since it was first mailed to
them three years ago, or indicated that
they'd even read it. The editorial ap~
peared to be the easiest and simplest
way of finding out.

We are proud to announce response was
50 immediate and overwhelmingly gratif-
¥ing that we feel we can afford to ove-

OUR WARMEST CONGRATS AND THANKS®

TO OUR COMRADES AND THE PEOPLE OF
QUEBEC FOR ADMINISTERING THAT DEVAS~
TATING ' COUP DE GRACE' TO A DAST-
ARDLY ATTEMPT TO DESTROY THIS OUR
CANADA; FOR WHICH WE ALL PAID SO
DEARLY TO KEEP, ON 20 MAY 1980.

THERE WAS NEVER ANY DOUBT THAT YOU
WOULD WIN,AND WILL KEEP ON WINNING
OVER THAT YOUTHFUL RABELE WHICH HAD
LITTLE, IF ANYTHING, TO DC WITH THE
BUILDING OF THIS GREAT COUNTRY.

"IL-Y-EN A PEU QUI SONT AUSSI BIEN
QUE TOI !! BONNE CHLNCE ! JOHN

riook the few who have yet to return
their coupons. We hope they will do =so,
or even phone or write in as soon as
possible.

It was never our intention to start aj
drive for funds (Sure sounded like one |
for damsurelED). However, the spate of !
cheques accompanying returned coupons |
showing both encouragement and generos-:
ity, are hereby gratefully acknowledged|
end are as equally welconed as the spi-?
rit in which they were offered. To be |
also included in our thanks are the ‘
spontaneous donations from paid subsc- ]
ribers from outside B.C.

The thought that this, our Roll Call,
does fill a gap and is being greeted :
with so much warmth and appreciation i
makes 1t so very worthy of our working |
our butts off to provide those who have |
given us such continued and terrific
support, with entertaining and relax1ng‘
reading.

To the others, nowever, we arc certi-
ainly not prepared to do so if the Roll |
Call is being consigned to the garbage
can, ignored and unread, together with
the junk mail. To them, we reserve the !
right to delete their names from our ‘
mailing list without further notice.

50 there you have ittt

l
¢
1

i
TO ALL OUR READERS: f
The ROLL CALL welcomes the opportunity
to wish: that our lovely ladies had a f
very happy and rewarding Mother's Day |
on May 11; that our men will have an |
equally enjoyable Father's Day,June 15|
and that ALL of you have a great and I

contentment filled summer in 1980.

i

A WORD FRCM YOUR EDITOR

Staying ome jump ahead of anyone of
cur readers who might think of, but
hasn't yet, commenting that there are
too many letters to the editor ‘being
published,we offer the following:

We continue to do so kecause, in
the first place, they are interesting,
they are appreciated , they serve to
~more often than not - provide sour-
ces for continuity and expansion(the
mention of names, places Or events
triggering cthers to write in) and,
if that isn't enough, these letters,
at the very least, let their buddies
and friends know that they're still
around and very much alive.

To mention just one or two cases in
point, are the lists of POWs in var-
ious camps in Japan,especially 2*D,
which resulted in a number of letters
drawing our attention to the fact
that the writers were also there.To
them we say,'please be patient.The
names of all 3=D residents will be
published eventually.We have the off-
iciak dist.”

Again, the M"OZARKY story.First men-
tioned by Gordie Sissons, it contin-
ed with the foto from Bill Achtymibkh-
uk, a further photo from Bill Laid-
law{he wasn't on btoard) and the info
that our Jat'l President Lloyd Doull
and his trother, Llewelyn, also ret-
urned tc Canada on board her.

So, please bear with us. 4s we said,
they are a1l interesting,appreciated
and serve to bring the gang, what
is left of it, closer together, ind
they sure hclp fill the pages! John.
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OUR PADRE'S DIARY !
(Authorts Note: 'Diaries had to be wri-;
ten without much detail becayse we we'
re very often subject to-search which
could have meant(and did in some cases)
confiscation of papers and a trip to-
Japancse Headquarters for questions and
for beatings, etce. SR
Written by hand in canp and saved fronm
pryimg eyes of searchers and copied by
friends. i
Signed: Ues Laite, M.Co

H/Capt & Chaplain

Winnipeg Grenzdiers

1941-1945. ")

DI4 Ay
of
H/Capt. U.,Laite
Priscner of War in Hongkong
December 1941 - Lugust 1945

Oct.27th:1941.Left Vancouver with Force
ngn for Hongkong but sailed under seal-
ed orders.

Oct:31st. Pte Schrage of R.r.C.died on
board - buried at sca.

Nov:2nd, At Honolulu.

Nov.hth. Submarine sighted,
Nov.5th.Crossed Internaticnal Date Line
( lost a day).

Nov.bth. Lecture by Drig. J.K.Lawson.
Nov.8th. Ship's guns fired in practice.
Lecture by Capt. Dennison.

Nov.llth, Lecture Ly Capt.E.E.Dennison.!
Nov.13th. Nearing Philippines.Funeral
of Awatea seaman.plackout 1ifted at ni-
ght. Lt.Young put on mock broadcast.
Nov.14th. Manila=Confined to ship-Us«S.
A. Chaplain on board. Re-fuelling and
Water-Escort "Danae'-Blackout again en-
forced.Major Linden lectured. ]
Nov.l6th,Sundey. Arrived at Kowloon.Met)
by planes and M.T.Bs. Docked at &3:30
a.m. and disemlarked at ncon.len con-
fined to btarracks until 1800 hrs on Nov
19th.I spent two days at leninsular Ho-
tel and on the 18th rejoined my unit

at Shamshuipo Camp-Hankow Barracks.
Nov.18th. Calkle from Halifax from Stan.
Nove.23rd. First Sunday Church varades

Rev:U.Laite,M.C.

1
'

|

Nov.29th. Cable from Home -3%677 West

119,Vancouver.,

Nov,.30th. Sunday Parade. Sutject:iMore
than conquerors!" Rom:8:37.Major Hook
in charge.

Dec.2nd. Cable to Florence.

Dec.3rd. Attended meeting of Committee
"Service Section” Y.M.C.A.

Dec.4th. Visited twenty men in hospit-
al.ittended lecture at China Fleet Cl-~
ub,by British Colonel from Ministry

of Information, on War Conditions.
Dec.bth. Visited C.A.M.,Hospital-25 VD
patients.Visited Bowen Road Hospital
-60 patients.Special interview with
three in a group and one alone.Black-
out.

Dec.7th. Church rarade. Over 200 pres-
ent.Text: Ezekiel 2:1. Sudden call to
men positioms on Hongkong Island.Even-
ing-Kai Tak airport bombed(2?.ED) .
Dec.8th. War Legan. IMlanes overhead

at 8 a.n. and our Hankow and Nanking
Barracks bLombed. Two Canadian casual-
tigs. Later in day took truckload of
supplies to Wan Chai Gap where our

iheadquarters established.

Dec.9th. The last plame of China MNat-
ional firways came to Hongkong and re-
turned. Latc in afterncon D Coy. of
W.G. came to Kowloon.

Dec.10th-18th. Spent time at H.Q. and
at different Co:H.Q. Scrious shelling
end hombing daily but military person-
nel sustained no losses.

'Qutstanding Events-HongKong Dattle

‘Dec.llth.Evacuation of Kowloon Mainl-

and.

Dec.l12th. Complete occupation of Kow-
loon Meinland by Japanese{Except Dev-
il's Peak).

Dec.13th. Japanese ask for surrender
of Hongkonge.

Dec.16th.Heaviest air-raicd of war on
Lberdeen.

Dec.18th. Japanese againask for surr-
ender of Hongkong. Attompted first
landing but were repulsed.
Dec.18th-19th. Night landings of Jap=
anese on Island, and first British
prisconers taicen.

Z15 men at Church.Subject-"Spiritual
Reserves™" Matt:25.Lt Darks in charge.
Nov.28th.Designated H.K.I.b.(Hong Kong
Infantry Brigade) and responsible for
the defence of Hongkoug.The other for-
ces(British) designated Kowloon Infan-
try Brigade.

Doc 13th. Visited D Co: on return
from New Territorics with Maj.Trist.

( To be contined noxt issue)
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Enclosed »nlease find cheg-
which will renew wy subscpintion for
the Roll Cazll and the remainder can
be -ut to any use you wigh. Please
convey my best wisheeg to all Hongkong
Vets, the best of everytuing in 1980.
Since our last corresmnondence we

have lost Padre Liaite. I feel deeply
sorry as 1 had nunerous talks with
Padre Laite during our cantivity,sou-~
etimes under severe conditions. I di-
din't know Padre Laite until I met him
in prison caump, and of course, when I
fouad out he was Yeyfoundlander our
ties seemed to be more coincrete. I
never nmet lirs Laite, but if you happ-
eir to mest her sometine please pass
along iy sincere gyuosathies. Padre
Laite was bor. in a small community

Dear Joha:

Ca

avout 20 or 25 wmiles frown where 1
live., It was through a dear friend of

his that I started to receive tie
Roll Call. .

I would awnrcciate it very much if
you could seud the Holl Call to oL
Durdle who is LK POV, 2o aad 1 sp-
ent quite soiiz time 1a Jorta Point
Camp until we weic Loth suipoed to
different parts of Javan. (0D was
wounded before Christimas 1941 and he
spent a few .days 1n hospital at the
time the Japanese killed mnatieats in
their beds ‘ besides rating and killin
the nurses.

I read thec Roll Call frow cover to
cover and wish to say taat 1its a bea-
utiful job. Ey coagretulations to all
who have a vart in its production.

I find the [liigata story quite inte-
resting; naturally I weuld as I spent
gulte a few nonths there. I hope Bob
says soumcetiing about tiaw haad that
playved there. I thinl the nusic we
tried to play helped a little as reg-
ards the morale in the camp.

I also read about the Jubilce
inge. 1 worked there, togcther with
a chap naued Sguires, under Dr Craw-
ford, who I thialk may be living in
1.C. Dut that is another story to be
told at a later date. Zest wizhes.

Clarenville, 'fld fred

Sure good to hear frow your area.”
too are a part of the Roll Call, so
keep ia touch. Thanks aand God Tless.

&

Puild-

Drover

‘ou

B

1

EDITOR

Dear John: I don't kaow how one can
longingly wait for the next issue of
The Roll Call to be received so that
the »rint can be eaperly devoured and
on the other hand coaveniently forg-

et that everything has its price., I ©
an a nrime example - anyway the enc-~

losed ghould put e in better stand—
ing for s while.

So many Zood things have been said
asout your magaszine, that it is ren-
etitious for me to say aaytiiag but
that 1f we ever needed a way to keep
us together and in close contact,the
Roll Call is the answer,

Keen un tas splendid wori: and we'll
keep un» walting in anticipation
of the LBSUEe.

Portage

TS
S
A
- =3
HACHET

la Prairie Angus McRitchie

That iz one lovely th.ught, lovely in
its wari silacerity. My Dad used to
say 'Iveryone needs an occasional pat
on the pate or a rap ou the reari' I
have received so many of the foruer
Iro: you good neople thal we have
dispenged with the "Preventive Ther-
any" treatuent fmr swelled neadiness!
Thaak you s0 ver) uuch., John

Eaclosed pleasc find M.O.
for subscri ticn to ths Roll Call.
We enjoy the uagaziac very much,so
keep up the good work. “est regards
to all.

Las Vepas,

Dear John:

Nevada Zane

Thanks,Roger. Mut
with your peridsidon
remainder into ftiec Kitty.

Roger J.

it's too much so
1'11 drov the
Chimo,Joan

ciuegque einclog=-
tion for
extra.

Pleaces fiac
12

'O subsceri)

Dear Johnt
ed to renew ay
the Roll Call »luz a 1ittl
It was zreat to ses you at the 1979
Conveation in Wunipeg. :y wife and
I thoroughly enjoy rcading the Roll
Call. Ple kecp un tis: good worlk.
Thunder Lay, Ont.
Meeting you and all the puys and gals
was a privilege I looked forward to
with much »leasure aad enticipation
and I wasn't disappointed one bit.

e

ase

Alex Prairie

The 'little extra' truly generous.
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MORE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear John: Thank you for your letter
of February 18,plus Roll Call which I
received a few days later. The Roll
Call,as usual, was very interesting,
particularly the article on Sendai 2.
I have often wondered what happened to
Ninomiya, Ozawa and Wakamatsu. In fact
until I read your article,I had forg-
otten two of the names; Wakamatsu's
name I will remember if I live to be
100. I still bear a couple of scars
that will never allow me to forget him

I know you're very busy,John, but wou-
1d it be possible to get a copy of the
deposition you received from Jack Chr-
istensen. I would be most interested
in reading it.

Thank you for your information regar-
ding your March Annual Meeting,but I'm
afraid I won't be able to make it this
time.Duty calls me bac to Winnipeg.

Yesterday(Feb.25) was our election -
meeting, it should have been last Dec-
ember, but had to be postponed.Howard
is back as President & Treasurer and
yours truly is Secretary.

I have a feeling that I owe the Roll
Call some money but am not sure,so I
enclose a cheque to be on the safe
side.(Syd: You're good until 1989.ED)

Hope all is well with you and yours,
John. You say you feel that you will
be a crotchety old 'basket!' when you
reach your 70th milestone.Not to worry
I have been one of those for years,and

still have 9 years to go before I rea- !
i much weight(down to 122 1bs) but has

. gained some of it back , weighs 140

ch 70! Kindest regards to all.
Edmonton,Alta. Sid Vale

Nize guy,nize letter 'n nize getting
it. Congrats to both you and Howard.
Didn't realize your membership was 17
in all. Greetings from all of us.John.

L T e e T T

Dear John: Enclosed is my donation to
the Roll Call. I enjoy it very much

and would be sorry to miss getting a
copy. You do a great job.Many thanks.

Maple Ridge,B.C. Ernie Whitfield.

Kind of sentiment any editor feel warm
all over., Thanks for the thought and
your genercsity. Hope all is O.K.,sure
missed you at our Reunion. John.

Thanks,Tom.You never fail.John ——2

; He Mike.

Dear John: Don't think I ever had the
pleasure of meeting you in my travels
Lionel can tell you all about me and
it probably will not be all good.

I do enjoy the Roll Call and get a

‘kick out of some of the things that

bring back memories.

I wrote to Speller.I am sorry to
hear he is having eye trouble.

I note in the magazine you refer to
Mike Melkowski. Mike is as well as
can be expected and living at the
Byng Hotel in Cranbrook. Dube(Rollie)
is also around, I see him once in a
while. I enclose a cheque for my mem=
bership and & bit to aid the cause.
Best to you. Yours fraternally,

Cranbrook,B.C. Hank Mayberry.

I'd heard that you intended to come
down for our Reunion and was looking
forward to weeting you. Dam snow sure
came at an inopportune time. Your due
has been passed on to Lionel and you
will be getting your card pretty soon.
Thanks for the info. He is
one of those holding themselves in-
communicado ! John

Dear Sir: Gordon is sending you cheg-
ue to keep the Roll Call going. He
was very sick all summer, the doctor
didn't know what the matter was,Gor-
don thinks it was beri-beri or a sun-
stroke and was s0 sick I didn't think
he was going to live, for a few days.
He is back to normal now. He lost so

1bs and has gained his strength back.
He could hardly walk.

Sc let's keep the magazine going!
Sincerely,

Okanagan Falls.B.C. Mrs.Gordon Ulark.

This is great news to all Gordie's
comrades and friends. Deeply regret
both his illness and the goshawful
time you must have had. Sincerely
glad he's well on the road to recov-
ery and to ask him to keer it up. We
sure appreciate his generousity.John

- Dear John: Please find enclo sed my

cheque plus a little extra for my
subsciption to the Roll Call. Keep
up the good work.

Reston, Manitoba Tom Forsyth
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WELL , SOMEBODY'S GOT TO SAY IT ...

4s expected, I was asked:"What are your:
thoughts on the Quebec Referendum?"

If I was an ordinary editor whose liv-
elihood depends upon his adherence to
his paper's policies, I would probably
say: "No comment.' But, as One very
proud un-hyphenated Canadian closely
involved with a magazine which caters
to Hongkong Veterans of many origins,
races and creeds, whose intentions are,
and always will be, to promete under-
standing and good fellowship across the
land, my over-riding thought is thatit
is imperative that we, all Hongkong
Veterans, go all out to preserve this
Canada for which we (the Royal Rifles
0f Quebec and the Winnipeg Grenadiers
made up of Canadians from all over the
nation)fought,died or suffered side by
side, from being dismembered by what
is nwothing more than a hollow sham of
an excuse and a smoke screen invented
by a desperate government to hide its
inefficiency and inability to govern
by preying upon the emotions of its
people in promoting the false and gro-
undless premise that Quebec's culture
and language is in danger of being er-
oded and/or emasculated. _

To me, the words P"culture" and "soc-
iety" are both meaningless abstracts
coined by people suffering from a conm-
plex which demands recognition to sur-
vive. I have as little desire or int-
erest to erode or acguire the culture
or language of Levecque's Quebec as 1
have for those of Vancouver's China-
town, the Ukrainian communities of the
Prairies or Toronto's Little Italy.

To Levecque I say this: You have my
agsurance that your brand of culture i
is in no danger from me. On the other
hand - in view of the fact that pres-
erving one's culture is a two-way str-
eet- keop yours where it belongs -At
Home.

Out West, it is of no utter use,exce-
pt to pamper to one's ego, and the sad
reality is that no matter what the out-
come of the vote on May 20 may be,the
end result,in Quebec,will be a fester-
ing sore where families,friends,neigh-
bours and co-workers will be divided
and will bear the scars of an emotion=-
al decision that will take decades,if
ever, to hesl.

i
]
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No matter what anyone says: For the
moment, she was for REALI

DONATIONS GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED

Donations from the following, receiv-
ed by your Editor since 1 Feb. 1980,
are hereby acknowledged with deepest

' and sincerest thanks:

Angus McRitechie Dave Adams

. Roger Zane Len March
Alex Prairie Ken Cambon
Ernie Whitfield CeS.P2au

T.0. Jacobsen
W..{l- ROdgers

Gordon Clark
Hank Mayberry

5id Vale Bill Derhak
John Campbell R.JGrant
Mrs.Sally Laite Cliff Newcomb
Bill Laidlaw Frank Conkey

Jack Christensen Scotty Adams

Art Baty Ken Porter

Jin Thom Tom Sioclair

Reg Kerr CaMeVictor

Richard Maze Murray Brovm

Derek Rix Arnold Porter

Joe W. Walton Don McPherscn(V.W.)
Bob Utech Charlie Woods

Duncan Benton Carlos Arnulphy(HK)

Richard Wilson

In addition to the akove, we have be=
en notified that a second list of
donations, forwarded to Secretary
Lionel Speller on Vancouver Island,
is being included in our Branch News-
letter(Page 13). To you toc, we offer
our grateful. thanks.

Did anyone yet tell you that you're
one great bunch of fellers? If unot,

| remember I'm the guy what dunit first!
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CAMP 3-D ROSTER(Japanese listing)

In reply to a number of letters advib-
ing that the writers were also at 3-D,
the following explanation will, we tr- !
ust, prove satisfactory. The list was
compiled by the Japanese with personnela
from the Royal Rifles recorded first 1
and the Grenadiers fellowing. The 500
POWs were divided into ten groups of
50 men per group. The first six groups
comprised members of the Royal Rifles,
and the remaining four, Grenadiers. A
few errors may be found, but what can
one expect when it was typed on the
same 'bumph' paper we prized so dearlytl|
S0, have patience. Your name'll come
up if not now, sometime later. John.

i
!
i

Group No. L

Walton, J. Cyr, T.
Wyrwas, F.h. Firlotte, J.
Soper, G.k. Francis, E.
Kelly, F. Gray, He.

Bilodeau, A.W.
Clayton, R.
Clark, Q.
Kerrigan, C.
Ladds, E.
Goodenough, M.
Henderson, W/
Jones, T.
Labrecque, E.
Bennett, E.I.
LaChance, G.
MacIver, H.
Aﬂpl s Ko
Ranmister, K.
Batley, E.
Boulanger, B.
Boujold, L.
Butler, G.P.
Chesser, C.
Comeau, M.
Cyr, L.

the D.H. Adams

Killeram, J.
Labillois, E.
Lancaster, R.
MaclIver, G.
McNaughton, R.
Mann, C.M.
Pappas, W.
Salter, H.
Supstrom, G.
Trenly, K.
Ward, H.
Wing, P.
Young, W.
Law, R.

Adams, D.H.(D.M.?)

Chamnbers, D.
Metallic, P.
Rowen, A.
Wilson, E.J.
Graves, .

-Adams, L.L.

(Dave Adams: Is yo' is or is yo!
listed above.Canadian
official list has nine(9) Adams' but
no "D.H." , so I assume this must be
you - Cpl Adams,D.H.) :

! B.C. BRANCH ANNUAL MEETING {(cont.)

had hitherto steadfastly refused to
accept remuneration for trips on
Branch business. He will not te per-
mitted to do so this time.

3, A motion to amend the Constitution
(if such was necessary) to permit our
Secretary to take over duties of the

: treasurer,(due to retirement of Jack

Davies) until our next election meet-

ing in the fall, in order to permit

him (Lionel) to hold both offices at
the same time. This, of course, was

! subject to Lionel's acceptance. Moved

by Gerry Mabley and carried.

4. Advice was received from Mrs.Lori
Berzengki, widow of our late comrade
Nick Berzenski, that her husband had
bequeathed the sum of Can$l,000.00
to the Branch for disposition as it
saw fit.

The meeting then adjourned after a
reminder from our Secretary to the

. effect that zall Hongkong Veterans,

qualified for either Disability or
WV4 pensions, are entitled to eyes,
edrs and dental treatment, and a vote
of thanks to our comrades from out
of the area and friends from south
of the border for their welcomed pre-

sSence.

aint

DEMAND ITEMS (Japanese Regulations)
1. AMlways in good spirit and cheerful.
2. Accomplish honestly in all matters..

3. Do your work tensely.
(and a wag added underneath: _
ALL BENJO USERS TAKE NOTE ! )

ENAUGURATION OF NEW AMEXPOW CHAPTER

Answering to a call from our Presiden
nt Bob Maanchester, Bill and Bev Laid-
law drove south to attend the inaug-

| uration of the Fourth Corner Chapter

of Washington State AMEXPOW Inc. at
Bellingham, Sunday,18 May 1980, as
B.C. Lranch's representatives.

The ceremony ,held at the 0dd Fell-
ows Inn,Bellingham, was simple but
solemn, with about 40 members,wivcs
and guests in attendance. Officers
of the new Chapter mre: Cmdr Harold
Pope; Vice-Cmdr: Al Willis and Adjt:
M/s Myrtle Bruland.

Honoured guests, aside from Wasslng-
ton State and National AMEXPOW offic-
ials, included Senator Goltz(Wash.),
Reg Colliuns(Australian FEPOW ex—Rlv—
er Kwal inmate) and Hoquong Veteran
Bill Laidlaw.

For Bill 'n Bev it was alsc a happy
reunion with our good friends the
Pages, Fernandes,Morgans,Galloways
and others.
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THE _SHUMSHUIPO STORY ( Part LLIEL)

Once things settled down, a splurge of activity appeared from High Command,
prsumably an effort to boost sagging morale. This resulted in orders being
issued with abandon, stupidity and lack of thought so characteristic of Top
Brass, for all other ranks to indulge in P.T. exercises, work parties within

the camp and most probably, suggestions to the Japanese that work parties
ogtside the camp would do a lot of good. What appeared to have totally escap-
ed their consideration was that men who for months, had been existing on a
diet of plain scggy or burnt rice, and nothing else, were in no physical con-
dition for them kinds of goings on! :

The Japanese, who never had prisoners of war in such quantity, and who would
have never thought of it, latched on to the idea with delight and gusto, and
thus, the work parties to Kai Tak was born, followed by foodstuff transport-
ation from the warehouses in Kowloon for the Japanese soldiery and, just for the
the heck of it, moving 150-kilo bombs and shells from one spot to another in
the Telegraph Bay area on the Island.

) We digress to pomnt out, that barring a very few hardy young officers, few
if any, of these same Top Erass deigned to participate in the activities.We
assumed that the mental exercise indulged in thinking up these anti-boredonm
ideas plus the strutting around, swinging little 'swagger ' canes was zll that
was needed to keep their morale functioning. Of course, receipt of Yen 33,00
per month (for officers only) from the Japanese, which went towards cleaning
out the shelves of that little canteen we had in the camp, also helped!

For some reason or other, your author must have been considered a 'jack of
many trades'. He went through all the various camp work details, from the
nullah cleaning detail to the Sweet Violet gang removing contents of the main
"senjo" hut. Then it was on to KaiTak and the pulling down of the hill which -
were scaring the Jap pilots clean out of their respective fundushis, as it
lay directly in the path of the apprcach to landing tarmac.

In between Kaitak, spent a couple of days at Telegraph Bay moving bombs and
such like. The only pleasant memory I have of that expedition was that one
fine day , in winter, we were permitted to go for a swim in the by« Most of
us,hot and sweating from our latours, were soon off the pier and into the
frigid water and in the raw. This wasn't at 211 smart, as it was the season
for jelly-bugs, and the discomfort one felt at sonme of the spots they elected
to sting, you wouldn't believe! The last straw,however, was Iy visit to the
warehouses. Instead of bveing selected to transport sake,cigarettes or toilet
peper from the warehouses to the trucks, I had to be in the rice detaillThis
was something again. You backed to a stack of bags of rice (2 cwts~ 224 1bs
each) and two men placed the bag on to your back and from then on you're on
vour own to travel about 100 feet to the trucks which were to cart them away.

I carried ten bags that day and they tell me that it was the funniest thing
they'd ever saw. One 224 1b bag of rice on two short legs of a runty 120-pou-
nder making like Foster Brooks. I feel that dull aching pain up to today.

Spent the next three days S.I.Q. and decided that come hell or high water,
no more work parties for me. So, with low cunning and deliberate intention
of a-swinging the lead, I offered my services as a cleaner-upper at the HKVDC
cook-house. 0ld Busty Bowers was the head-man then and if you knew him and
how much he detested a dirty cook-house, you'll not wonder how I got the job.

From then on, life in camp was a snap for me. I progressed from floor clean=-
er to rice-boiler cleaner, then to assistant to Joe Horowitz, whose speciall-
ty waspreparation of the "Green Horror" add whon, from the way he prepared
the damned stuff, I always secretly believed to be a gadistic bum but a like-
able chap all the same. From there I became a cook! and immediately attained
seniority with the rest - I also became a CROOK!

Upon re-reading this, I regret that memory is playing tricks again and I
am going too fast and apologise for sanme. Therc are the arrival of the Cana-
dians from North Point and also the first bombing raid on Standard 0il insta-
1lation just across the way from Shumshuipo. These'l, come next.
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HITHEP AND YOV”WITH FONZ

Got a phone call from Ciiff Matthews
the result of which saw him and Elsie
dropying in for a few minutessbut
which lasted for over two hours and
was s0 much enjoyed that we had them
over for sunper the next night, in
order to continue where we'd left off,
They'd been visiting relatives in B.
C. and were on their way back to Winn-
ipeg a couple of days later. This was
in early March and their sc¢hedule pre-
vented attendance at our Abnual Reuni-
n. Both, however, sends greeting s to
all B.C.Branch menmbers.

Speaking of phone calls, was talking
to Sally Laite t'other morning and as
usual we tied up the lines for some
time. Much we had to talk about and
Sally wishes to express her regrets
that she was unable to attend our Re-

UJHER 900 Page 9_ -

On the subject of floods, we see that
the waters at Port Hope,Ontario canme
pretty close to where our comrade,
Glenford Mann, lives, in Cobourg. If

‘my map is accurate, you can stand on

Glenford's sun porch and watch the

" pretty girls walking down Main Street

: Was happy to get a

in Port Hope.Fortunately,Glenford,
you're not built as close to the gr-
ound ag I am, for you could get cold
and wet in the most embarrassing of
all spotsi

T e e e N e S S W TR T e e i i

a2 long distance call

' from Tom Sinclair, out Lockport,Mani-

union, but adds, "the boys will under- .

stand.”" During the course ol our con-
fab, she asked about about various B.
C.Vets, two of whom were Cliff Newcomb
and Frank Conkey, of the Okanagan and
San Diego,Cal., respectively. Half an
hour after we hung up, the postman
dropped two letters into our mailbox.
Yeah! You guessed 1ti One was from
Frank and the other from Cliff. Now
tell me that dear Sally is not “fey™.

The Creedon's = HJarry aand Helen-~ are
back in God's Country, arriving here
from Mesa,Arizona, shortly after our
Reunion. helpn, passing on the h~day
drive back, flew in. But Harry didn't
come it alone. He got Doug Morrisom,
v1szt1ng that part of the world, to
keep him company on the road back by
car. No, it wasn't because of the rain
or floods dowa there that brought them
back. It just happened to be time to
return. In any case, Harry says their
trailer-home was 29 fect above peak-
flogod level and they suffered no harm.

THE ROLL CALL Sponsored by uhe B C'
Branch,HK Veterans Assoc.of Canada.
Editor: John Fonseca

lMainland ;796 Adiron Ave ,Cogquitlam,B3.C.
V3J V3J LKZ2. Vancouver‘}slqu c/0 Lionel
Speller, %628 Saanich Rd. Victorla B«Cs

V8X 1X3

: Albert Rheault,

toba way. Interested in reading our
piece on transfer of Veterans' Hosp-
itals in Alberta, from fcderal to
provincial Jjurisdiction, Tom informs
us that Deer Lodge in Winnipeg, re-
mains the only federal opcrated vet=~
erans hospital in Western Canada.How
long it'll remain so,is anybody's
guess. What we'd like to know is what
the situation is east of Manitoba.
We've heard that nursing type honmes
for veterans have been in operation
or are being planned for P.E.I.,Nova
Scotia and Quebec.'Pears like us Wes-
terners are too tough te merit that
kind of consideration. Awi What the
hell? We didn't even have to vote in
that last election!

The phone rang t'other day and it was
from Redditt,Ontario
(near Thunder Bay) calling to say :
Hello! to your Editor. Hc and Pat
were visiting relatives out Chilli-
wack way and took in the Island's

{ Bouchart Gardens, Long Beach and poi-

nts in between. They tell me though
it rained most of the time, they had
a ball{Sorry, you Islanders. Should
have said :'precipitatedi). Ou their
return to the Mainland, we arranged

i to meet and what a goshawful pleasant

session it turned out to bel! In spite

i of two coronary attacks and an open

heart operation, Al's in the pink.

~ | Incidentally, you guys what brag ab-

: out your 76 x 120 ft lots, Al and

Pat!s kitchen window looks out on a
135 acre BACK GARDLN!!

S R L AL L B RN

i in humour

My old man told me: You can tell all
" the lies you wantt! So long as it is
and that no one is hurti
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AND MORE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Fons: I enclose the slip request-
ing continuance of your really admira-
ble "Roll Call" and congratulations too
on its continued success. I have never
been very sure whether it is required
or customary for B.C. members of HKVA
to contribute towards its continuance,
but anyway I am glad to enclose a small
donation for that laudable purpose.

Since I can never get a substitute for
my job,I'm afraid I can't get to the
Meeting next week despite it being come-
paratively near at hand, as 1've alre-
ady told Lionel when I paid my duses,
but once this job goes I am finally
retiring(Thank God! -Seven days a week,
year in and year out,is a bit of a bur-
den for my ageing and venerable framel)
and then I plan to be more in the swim
of things,at least as far as the Main-
land is concerned.Kelowna was ny last
attendance,some years ago.(Don't you
think I deserve to be slapped in the
face with a wet fundoshi?)

Two small points: (a) Perhaps it wou-
18 be possible,sonetime, to list in the
Roll Call the . current members of HKVA
with their locations? I've never seen
such a list since the issue of that
booklet at the 1970 Convention in Tor=
onto. (b) I hope the Management will
get around to listing me
not "WJ" Jackson. No doubt there are
many worthy Jacksons bearing the appel-
lation "I"(Jeremiah! Jerebocam;Justin;
Johnj;etc) but yours truly has always
gone under the handle of:-

Langley,B.C. Tho:as P. Jackson

Tom:Three things to say.(l) Many thanks
for the above and enclosure.(2) Wish
you a happy well-earned retirement.(3) .
Re 'the wet fundoshi' No,you don't! As
ny friend,Watanabe,would observe:"Say-
onaraflh whlch llterally means:S8ince it
nust be so!

Regarding list of B.C.Menbers,this is
difficult for the following reasons:
Some members do not wish it; changes
of addresses are such that it makes it

hard to keep track and finally,cur lim-

ited space prevents us from doing so.
Jumpin' Jehosphat! So Sorrylchange of
nomenclature.-noted. John "

T R M T R S v v age T WA BN S Em e Sy mw e

NOTICE: Donations to the Roll Call arc
purely voluntary. John

as "T.P." and |

i

Dear Johni Just a little note and a
small donatiom to let you know how
nuch I enjoy the Roll Call. Best to
all. -

Maple Ridge,B.C. John L. Campbell

Many thanks, hope you're all settled
in your new quarters.Keep in touch,

S T S S o D S B e

Dezr John: I enjoy reading the Roll
Call very much.Kay Christie was talke
ing about this fellow"Hahoots".I know
him personally.He has relatives here
in Winipegosis. Kohut is a Ukrainian
name and that's why it is pronounced
TKAHOOT' |

If you see Bob Manchester sometime
give him my best regards.

I never did leave Shumshuipo.l was
in the hospital side of the canp most
of the time- I mean in and out of
hospital. Even now I don't leave hone
too far. My legs are gone on me.

Anyway, keep up the good work, -

Winnipegosis, Manitpba Robert Utech

" 80 .Sorry about the legs,Bob.But you

are in good company.We've got Alfie
Shayler,Fred Mack and nany cothers
having trouble with their pins.Even
I can't run from the gals as fast as
I used to. They catch me easily now!

John: I usually send Lionel & donat-
ion when I renew my menbership each
year. This will give you a few stamps
and Keg¢p up the good work.

Vancouver,B.C. Duncan iA.W.Benton

Sure appreciate the thought.Bestest:
to you and Dorcthy.God Bless.John

Dear John: I just can't remember when
ny dues to the Roll Call have been
paid up to,so here's making sure that
all is O.R. for sure-keep it rolling
gang- I really enjoy reading it every
time I get it. Say hello to all the
gang out there,especially Bob Manch-
ester-ny Sergeant. Best regards to
all~good luck and good health-such as

it is~ keep on rolling along-never

say die - I won't!

Winnipeg,Manitoba  Bill Derhak
Couldn't say it better myself.John
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AND YET MORE LETTERS

Dear John: I enjoy your magazine very
much. I especially like the stories
concerning the trip home. I was in the
shipyards and the coalmine also,but
had 2 much different trip home. -
When we landed back in Tokyo,they sp-
1it up the Grenadiers and R.Rifles and
took 21) but aroubd sixty Grenadiers
away and I never saw them again. The
remainder of us were taken to the wat-
erfront,dumped into a boat and taken

out to a battleship (USS "IOWA") im they

harbour. Spent a couple of days there
and then boarded a B29 and Guam was our
first stop. Spent a week there in a
Navy Hospital and the darn nurses hi-
jacked nearly every souvenir we had.
We were then loaded on another B29 and
took off for Homolulu. Spent a couple
of days there and were then loaded into
two planes and took off for Frisco.
where we landed on a nice rainy morming.
That was when our troubles began.We
got into two busses, and the lady dri-
ving the ome I was in, got lost and
dumped us off or a ferry which was sup-
posed t0o take us some place- and it
sure did! The first stop at an island
with a big sign ALCATRAZ on iti We were
some worried for a whiie, but they only
put off the mail and not us. Then they

dropped us on another island with.a big;

army camp on it called Ft.McDowell. We
were not expected there, so we were put
into a barrack room with beds but no
bedding.

We put in two weeks there and were
finally resgued by a Red Cross bloke
we'd put the bum on for some smokes.
It was fimally over, but for the train
ride to Vancouver, and on home.

If you can find someone with a good
memory who also made that four-week
trip, Yokohama to Vancouver, it would
make a darn good story in itself.

Blue River, B.C Frank Petch

Although you didn't say so, I believe
vou were up in 3-D together with Ray -
Stodgell,Art Munn.and Jack Hodgkinson.
Sure enjoyed meeting you at our last
Reunion.Have a nice. summer. John.
PRESCRIPTION from Dr.Ken Cambon, MsD.
Cheque -to be taken internally with

a tall drink - stat(?). Ken(Van.B.C.)
Last word a stumper so took it standiug
and ended up horizontally.Thanks,Doc!

iDear Johnnie: I was very happy to re-
i ceive your most interesting letter of

January 21,giving me all the news of
your ac¢tivities since you moved your
family from Hongkong to Briitish Col-
umbia in 1957.

On receipt of your letter accompanied
iby Vol: 3;3 and 3;4 of the Roll Call,
! T hastened to send them around, s0O
that everyone who knew you would know
of your wonderful work. I have had a
i hard time getting the Roll Call and
lyour letter back which accounts for:
the three month delay in answering
your letter. 3

Pleage let me have a list of the do-
cuments you have received from Jack
Christensen via Anatole Zaitzeff. I
will then know if I still have any-
thing here that would be of interest
to you. Anyway, I am sending you under
separate cover a copy of " A Record of
the Actions of the HKVDC".You will
find herewith a cheque as ny subscrip-
tion to your magazine ROLL CALL.

Warnest regards and very best wishes
to you and yours.

Houngkong Carlos Arnulphy

Carlos, getting your letter sure made
my day. See you've lost all coal-dust
from out of your hailr, but still have
those bi-ceps from shovelling! For
anyone nearing the 80 mark you sure
look great. Re cheque, many thanks,
but you're much too generous. John

A . P e g . iy o el itk s

Dear John: What "Rice Chomper™ in his
right mind would not be interested in
the Roll Call? I for one look forward
'to receiving it.

Enclosed is a small contro for the
cause. Keep up the good work,

May be moving back to "God's Country"
this fall. The exchange on Candn money
increaslng costs of everything in the
good U.S. 0f L. are gradually fading
out climatic advantages of living here
Sce you later this year.

Frank Conkey

San Diego, Cal.

Sure looking forwerd to seeing you
again, Elsaz and I had such a wonderf-
ul time crossing over to Victoria with
you two the last time you were up, we
are happily looking forward to anoth-
er (and rore) reunions closer to home.
Pleace advise date of arrival.John

]
i
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B.C. BRANCH NEWSLETTER - 3 -

IMPORTANT : Your Branch delegate,either ' THANK YOU! Elsa Fonseca wishes to

Bob Manchester,President, or his appo- : eXprc¢ss her warm appreciation for all
intee, will be attending our Njational . the kind messages and good wishes rec~
Council Meeting in Winnipeg,z?-29 June.iaived following her recent surgery

1f you have any beefs,suggestions or and to advise that all goes well, She

whathaveyou, to help the Associaticn : adds that all that's required now is
prosper and progress, let's hear from %to get rid of that pesky husband of
you, NOW! i hersl

DUES: Don't forget your dues for lQBOiMrs.Sally Laite also wishes to be re-
$10.00 per member per year. ILf your membered to all the gang.

wife hasn't received her card yst, pl- ‘REMIDER Please scnd in your €Ghange
ease write to the Secretary., ! of Address if you move. Don't forget
BRANCH DONATIONS: The following domnat- { your new'Postal Code!, or it takes
ions will be made by B.C.Branch for the! ® or 4 days longer to get here., For
vear 1980: Heart Fund;Cancer Fund; Art-; those in the States, it takes from
hritic Society; Salvation Army;St.Vin- {10 to 13 days longer to get to Victe
cent de Paul; Lions Crippled Childrens;joria. -
Diabetic Society;Colonist Xmas Fund; : Lionel Speller,Secretary
CKNW Orphans Fund and CJOR Xmas Fund. T ‘
This year, our domations are presented ) ONTARIO BRANCH NEWS

in memory of Comrade Nick Berzenski, General Meeting: Our next meeting will
Lantzville, B.C. who passed away last ! Lte held, Tuesday,May 27th,1380 at the
year, and of Padre Uriah Laite,M.C.,D. | R.C.Legion Hall,Branch #22, 8:00 p.m.
D, who left us in November 1980. AMEXPOW 1980 Nat'l Convention will be
OBITS: Richard Dame(Arizona) W.G.; and !held in Las Vegas,Nevada,20-24 July
Russell Woodrich, Deltona,Florida(RRC) | 1980, at the Union Plaza Hotel,l Main
Deepest Sympathies and condolences are : Street. Registration on Sunday,July
extended to their families. 20, at 1:00 p.m. Herman E.Molen advis-
VISITING B.C. Our best Ygladtosceya's" | es all Hongkong Veterans ,wives and
are offered to the following who werc friends will be most welcome at the
inm B.C. reccntly; Mrs,Hazecl Bishop from; Convention.

Sawyerville,Quebec;Len and Allison Sea~i R.C.LEGION DOMINION CONVENTION: At
born,Neepawa,Man.;Art % Dorecn Lousier ! Penticton, B.C. Jume & thru 15,1980,
(Winnipeg, Man); Don & Bilda Nelson George Soper,our V/Pres. and his wife
(Calgary,Alta); Al & Pat Rheault(Redd- ! will be attending as delegates from
itt,0nt.) and Cliff 'n Elsie Matthews i{Branch 22, R.C.Legion, Toronto. Ont.
(Winnipeg,Man.). Welcome to to Major | Spring Demce 1980: On 12 April 1980
Gary and Pepper Anloff from Carmel,Cal. at Branch #22, R.C.Legion. Over 120
SICK LIST: It is with much concern and }Veterans,wives, families and widows
regret that we rcport that a number of ; and friends in arttendances Ted Mus-
comrades or wives of comrades have not ; 8rove and wife,Dorothy, President,
been well recently. Concern is still Nat'l POW Assoc. (E.T.) and members
'being felt for George MCCElI‘thy(Sgt) of of his ASSOClatlon With, the:lr lees

Vancouver, who suffered a stroke; Mrs. | also attended. ?haﬂkﬁ to Leo Cyr, Ch-
Cora McLeod(Dan's wife) who has been | @irman, Entertainment and his aldes

i1l for some time; Ers Annie Oomen,in | fOr a great evening.

the Royal Columbian with back problems,| Donations: We acknowledge with thanks
and only recently(May 14) Edna,popular | and gratitude,donations from the fol-
Bramch's First Lady, who has beem hosp-| 10¥ing: Rev.J.Barnett,Ed Bujold,Thom-
italized in Victoria and under examin- | @s Lucas, Bill Campbell and Ron Inche.

ation for possible minor coronary ills,iDues: There are still a number of men-.
To all we gffer our sincerest wizhes bers who have not sent in their 1980

for complcte and speedy recovery. To dues of $15.00. Our Sec/Treas: would
Comradeg Lionel Spgllgi and Bili Laid- | appreciate receiving your dues before

; break.
law, both of whom spent a few days im | bhe Summer
dock, we're sure glad to have the two |BEMEMBER - NO DUES - NO NEWS

of you back. (cont.next column) ' | (continued on Page 13)
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BRANCH NEWSLETTERS (cont:from Page 12) ;
ONTARIO BRANCH (continued)

i

Coming Events: .

National Council Mesting-June 27-29,
1980 at the Birchwood Inn, Portage Ave.!
Winnipeg Manitoba.

farriors Day Parade-August 16,1980 at
the C.N.E. ,Toronto,Ont.

1980 Corn Roast- tentatively September
6th or 13th(te be confirmed) at Barlow
rRanch,R.R.#1L, Gilford, Ont.

Canadian Corps Assoc: 36th Annual Pil-
grimage to honour U.S. Service Men and
Women who paid the supreme sacrifice,
Sat: June 21, 1980 in Niagara Falls,Ont
Parade assembly at 2:30 p.m. C.C.A.Club
L4233 Hickson Ave.,Niagara Falls,Ont.

On the Move : Bill and Vickie Mayne are
movimg from Willowdale to Belleville,
Ont. New address is: 28 Dunnett Blvd,
Belleville, Ont. K8P 4M8.

Extracts from March 1980 Newsletter -
received late for Spring 1980 issue.

Membership: 4 special welcome to new
pember David R.Miller(80 ycars old)
who moved from Quebec to Burlingtom,Ontes
bits: Word received and confirmed thatj
HK Vets: Russell L. Woodrich of Deltona
Florida and Richard Dame,Arizona,died
during the past year. Deepest sympathi-
es to thelr bersaved families.
Donations: fcknowledged with thanks fr-
om: B. Cadoret,J.Cook, Miss Kay Chris-
tie, Rev. J.Barndtt,R. Grieves, W.lLeggo
H.MzcKnight,G. Masson, W. Mayne,J.Sni-
vely, H.Thornton,T. Wardeil,Dr. W.Cunn-
ingham, A. Predergast.

NORTHERN ALBERTA-SASKATCHEWAN ERANCH

Last General Meeting held Feb. 24,1980
at the Norwood Legion. Annual Election
resulted as follows:
Tmmediate Past President-Sam Krawvichuk
President & Treasurer-Howard Donnelly
Vice President - Howard Walker
Secretary - S8id Vale
Donaticns approved were $100.00 to each
of the following: N.fAlta Crippled Chil-
dren's Fund; Can. Cancer Society; Can.
Heart Fund; Sir Arthur Pearson Assoc.
07 War Blinded(Scholarship Fund). In
addition $250.00 bursaries were award-
ed to each of the following students:
Wayne Donnelly,Margaret fubert and
Doreen Mondor.

(continued in next column)

@N.ﬂlta—Saskatchewan Branch(contued)

Qur Ladies Auxiliary has assisted the
Joint Services Branches with evenings
of entertainment at the Veterans Home
on two separate occasions. Our own
Sam Ktavinchuk is still in the Veter-
ans Home and sends regards to all. IT
you are in the area, drop in and see
Sam. He will appreciate it.

Qur congratulations to recently ele-
cted executive of the Manitoba Bramch _
in particular, to new President Frank
Harding. Menitoba branch Annual Reun-
ion is on Qctober 11,1980. If you are
going to he in Winnipeg at that time,

make plans to attend,

Correspondence from our Nat'l Council
indicates Pres. Lloyd Doull is having
no trouble making hls presence known

in the right places and to tne right

people in Ottawa., Thanks from all of

us - we knew you could do it!

5id Vale(Scc.)

Howard Donmelly(Pres)

MORE DONATIQONS TO THE ROLL CALL

Advice has been received from Secret-

ary Lionel Speller,

donationse,

that the following
for the Roll Call, has bean

sent directly to him. We offer our
warmest thanks for the very generous
g¢xpressions of support to:

Mrs. Amy Trist{UK)

Jack Stephens{(Us)

Mrs.Lori Berzenski(z2) 1Bill Mattson(US)

Mrs. Annie Oomen
Tony A Carmo
Chuck Lradbury
Andy Nairn

Reg Kerr(2)

Bill Hall

Frank Petch(2)
Duncan Rankine
Joe Randle

: Ed Toews

Paul Luchka
Louis Specht
Harry Cameron
Mrs Martha Adanms
¥rs Maude Keenan
Art Lousier

GeD.McLecllan(Us)

Joe Galloway(US)
Bill Overton(Us)
Reg Leach

Murray brown(2)
Lt.Tom Blackwood
Gordie Sissons
Nick Zytaruk
Capt Dol Philip
George McCarthy
Hank Mayberry(2)
Capt Harry White
and a welcome to
new subscribter:
Asrt DeVillars of
Winnipeg, Man.

 Gord Hollingsworth(US)
Lt. Lrt Campbell(US)
Frank Conkey(US)(2)

Brackets indicate double donations.
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AND FROM YON TO THITHER..

Sometime ago I wrote about Tiny Martin
and his family's involvement with' the
Grenadiers, & record which still standas
as apparently no one can top it. Now
here's another challenge and from B.C.
yet! Cliff Newcombh writes from Kelowna
and offers this to heat:

The Newconbks hoast of 30 grand-child-
ren, 13 great-grand children and one
great-great-grand daughber, scattered
gll over from Vancouver to Ottawa, and
adds: "More to come!i" Is it a wonder,
therefore, Bill Bennett keeps bragging
about the provinces natural resources,
particularly of those in his own bail-
iwick? OQur heartiest congrats, Cliff.
Don't know if I should add:Keep it up!

e S S WS T e v i A Y e S R

From St. Lambert,Quebec, our good fri-
end, Ken Gaudin writes with this item
on the Greenfield Park Legion,Branch
94, of which he is the only Hongkong
Veteran of a menmbtership of 400 in 1979.
He mentions Lt. Jim Gilbert of the Roy-
al Rifles and we quote;

" Lt. Jim Giltert (R.R.C.) played a
very active role in the Legion,rising
to such prominence as First Vice-Pres-
ident of the Quebec Provincial Command.
But about the time it seemed he would
one day be elevated to the highest off-
ice that can be bestowed on a comrade,
provincially speaking, the four years
of incarceration tegan tc take their
toll. Gangrene set in and the Grim. Reaw
per mercifully stepped in and said:
"Enough't,

Still a young mam,with wife and family,
it was sad, but Jim's name will live
on, for Quebec Provincial Command, as

a tribute to his memory, donated a tro-
phy named the Jim Gilbert Trophy, to te
awarded. annually to the most progress-
ive Branch in the province."

Ken, modestly, adds: " My Branch won

it in 1979 for the seventh timelM.

Al we can say is: With you showing
them the way the Hongkong Vets do it,
we're not a bit "urprisea.Comgrats and
let's see you make it elght this year!
Rumours of a possible Post Office str-
ike is making us nervous. We sincerely
hope that such a thing will not occur,
but if it should , please be patient.

A pair of popular comrades spent part
April in dock here in B.C. Bill Laid-
law went imnto St Paul's in Vancouver,
Sunday, April 20 and was out three
days later. No§ he didn't have his
tonsils removed, but what they did to
his sinus passage and the roof of his
pPalate, left him all the colours of
the rainbow. But it is not true that
Bev welcomed his enforced silence!
Then on April 27, our Lionel trotted
into Victoria General on the Island,
for to get things done to his eyes =-
a1l same my Elsa - and was back home
Thursday, May 1. 'Pears like he could
not see too well in the dark with the
lights out!

Both are back home and going strong
again. Sure glad to have you back!

S S e e e e —

Sequel to that 1ittle bit in our last
issue's Hither and yon-Spring 1980-
regarding the weather in Mesa, Arizona,
we now hear thatthey'd had a bit of
we experienced just before Christmas.
To set the record straight, however,
the story that Harry Creesdon had made
frantic requests for us to send down
floatation boots and water-wings is
totally untrue.

A1l he asked for was the name and
address of my breast-stroking instruc-
tor!

o e A iy Emk v SR D R AR e

Gordie Hollingsworth,Encino,Cal.,USA
rquests that we correct his mailing
address. The 'zip' code is incorrect.
We now know why we haven't heard from
him lately and why so many Cubans are
trying to get here. They must have
sent the Roll Call to Havanal So Sorry
Gordie. Have passed the alteration to
T.ionel, who mails &1l Roll Call copies
to destinations south of the Lorder.
Expect to hear from you when you get
this cns.

Last Mother's Day served to make me
realise that I am fast approaching the-
at thin line whieh separates a dirty
0ld man from a senile retired dodo.
Following the peck in acknowledgment
she said:"That's nice.Just what I've
wanted!" And then, after a lengthy
pause: " When are you going to fill-
er up??" I'd got her a jewellery noxl!

With some women, you Jjust can't win}

The Roll Callfll get to you,maybe late,

but it'll get to ycu. John
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THOSE LONG VOYAGES HOME ! :beyond the call of duty to do so. Can

The following letters clearly demonst-
rates how much our readers have taken

the Roll Call into their hearts and to
make it the magazine we'd always hoped
it to be - of, by and for Hongkong Ve~
terams. Continuity was established by

mention of the USS "OZARK" and one othe

‘renember a terrific crap game which

flourished on the way home. Did not
participate as I had the nmunificent
sum of $2.00 which the American Red
Cross had given me in Guam! Incident-
2lly this $2.00 was deducted from my
pay when I cventually got it!

Keep up the good work,Johnny, it is

er un-named ship bringing home Canadi- Loy appreciated. Regards to all in

an POWs from Japan. We sincerely hope
more will come, Now it's my turn to say
it: Keep up the good work,gang!.

Dear John: Sorry to be s0 late - we
were away March 12=-April 3. Your wel-
come letter awaited us. Re Quebec~Mar-
itimes Branch, I resigned as 'el Pres-
idente'. Roger Cyr is new C.0. Regret
there have been no Newsletter out over
last four months.

Roll Call excellent- trust your good
wife recovered to A-l., We awalt news
on Mighty Mite Speller-have letter to
answer.,

John, I was in Niigata(Renko),my bro=-
ther was at Shentetsu and on the 0ZARK
- learned at Norfolk,Virginia Naval
Base she wag commissioned in 1944 and
decommissioned in 1946. Many memories
of that trip as we watched every ship
on the horizon pass by aand leave us
trailing! Wish you and I could talk
more on this subject.

There were incidents at Niigata also,
beyond the tragic, that wake Hogan's -
Heroes lock like Keystone Cops!

My regards to Bob, Bill, ILionel and
so many nore stalwart B.C.ers. Do keep

up the good work. Most sincercly

Drumzondville,P.Q. Lloyd Doull

Lloyd: Elsa says "Thank you".lLionel
ceme off surgery with flags flying 1 -
st May. If you make the AMEXPCW Nat!l
Convention, Las Vegas, Novada July 21=
2% 1980, may see you there and talk.
God Bless both of you., Jchn

Dear Johnny: Please find enclosed ny
cheque to cover my subscription to tk
Roll Call, the balance to be used to=~
wards expenses. :

I was very surprised to see the note
from Bill Achtymichuk on the old USS
‘0ZARK. I remember her well and the
trip from Guam to Frisco. There were
quite 2 -few Grenadiers on her. The cr-
ew certainly treated us well and went

{continued next column)

B'C-
Winnipeg, Man. Ken Porter.

Sure admire your moral fortitude,Ken.
I lost the entire 16 months wages in
one roll of the dice at Sendai 2. The
one consoling thought was that it was
21l in Japanese sen and not worth one
dammit ) Bestest. John

Dear John: At our get-together in Win-
nipeg I was very pleased to have the
oppertunity to speak to you and thank
you for your effort on behalf of the
Roll Call. I enclose a small chequeto
renew 1y subscription and that of R.L,.
Leach in Burns Lake, when they run out.
If RelLe beats me to the punch and se-
nds in our subs ahead of me, then keep
it and use it in any way you see fit,
I only wish it could be nore.

In reference to the upper left hand
corner of Page 14 of the'Spring 1980
edition. The name of the ship was the
USS M"CATRONY. Paddy Keenan was aboard
as was Bill Laidlaw. The U.S. prison-
ers aboard were surviwvors of the U.S.
Cruiser "Houston". It was the"Houston"
together with the Australian cruiser
"perth" which ran into the Japanese
fleet off Java and both. went down fi-
ghting after Inflicting much damage
to the eneny. The balance of the U.S.
troops akboard were a battalion of U.S.

Marines.

Somewhere in my papers I still have

'my mess card for eating on the "Catr-

on", I saw it not too long ago and when
I find it I will send it to you. Thank
you for a most enjoyable magazine.

Lockport, Man. Ton Sinclair

Good to talk to you again over the
phone and thank you for your very
generous support. Reg Leach does not
require subscription payment as he is
2 B.Cs Branch member. We hope to hear
more of the "Catron" either from Bill
or others aboard. Chimo! John.
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LATE NEWS BRIEFS
#

DVA News Release of 1 May 1980,informsi
us that The Hon.Daniel MacDonald,the
Minister of Vets Affairs, led an off- I
icial Canadian delegation to the Neth-
erlands May 2 thru 9, to observe(?)
the 35th anniversary of the Liberation
of Holland -completed on 5 May 1945,
almost 11 months after D-Day ~ by the
First Canadian Army. Accompanying hin
were two Canadian army commanders and
ore each,representative of the R.C.
Navy and R,C.4lr Force, R.C.Legion

and National Council of Veterans Asso-
ciation.

The principal commemorative ceremony
was held at the Groesbeek Canadian
War Cemetery near Nijmegen in southern
Holland, with other ceremonies at Can-
adian war cemeteries at Holten and :
Bergen op Zoom in Holland; Adegem,bel=-
gium and at Reichswald Forest and Rhe-
interg, West Germany. There are more
than 7,000 Canadians, who died during
that campaign, buried in ten war ceme-

teries in the are=a.
EOK. K K K K ¥ X K ¥ ¥

STOP PRES S

It is with deep concern and distress
that we received information that our
dear friend, Edna Manchester,wife of
our President, has becn released fron
hospital and sent home, even though
requiring open-heart surgery, to await
her turn in the queuc. Latest inform-
ation is that her operation is sched-
uled to take place on 26 June 1980,

over a nmonth from datee.
¥ K ¥ ¥ X K O K K K K K ¥

Qur friend, The Hon. Stanley Knowles,
NDP Member of Parliament from Winnip-
eg North Centre , set a new rccord
when he attended the opening of Parl-
iament 14 April, 1980. The 7l-year
0ld will be the first person in the
Canadian political stage to have sat
in thirteen different Parliaments.

A tireless champion for improved
pensions for veterans and old age pen-
sioners, he is also an accepted auth-
ority on parliamentary precedure.flth-
ough he states he has no plans for
retiring as yet, he will be due,offic-
ially for retirement in 1983. '

We believe it is safe to say that we
sure as hell DON!'T look forward to
that date.

As a result of the notice in our last
issue-Spring 1980 - there will be a
group of members and wives driving
down to Bellevue,Wash.,to attend the
1980 WashingtonState Annual Convent-
ion and Reunion in that city on May
%0~31,1980,hosted by the American
EXPOW Inc.,Washington State.

We wish also to inform a1l Hongkong
Veterans that the AMEX2O0W will hold
their National Convention(1980) in
Las Vegas, Nevada,during 21=-23 July
1980(Hosted by Las Vegas 7-11 Chapter
1. Room Reservation Requests covering
accommodations in six different hotels
or inns in Las Vegas, together with
rates and reservation cut-off dates
are available to interested mambers
on application to either Secretary
Lionel Speller or your Editor. Please
note that 'cut-off dates' when mo more
reservations will bLe accepted, range
from June 15, 1980 to July 5, 1980.

Commander Joe Fernandes, Washington
State AMEXDOW extends a Welcome to
all Hkong Veterans to attend.
ind don't forget the extra shirtll!

% ¥ K O K ¥ ¥ X ¥ X K * ¥ K

In view of the fact that it is now a
certainty that President Bob Manches-
ter will not be atle to make the trip
to Winnipeg, Man. on June 27-29,1980
for the Hational Council Executive
Meeting, because of Edna's scheduled
operation, the Eranch Executive will
meet to elect a delegate to represent
British Columbia Bramch. As of time
of going to press, we have no inform=-
ation as to when the Executive will neet
neet nor wao the delegate will te.

¥ ¥ X K ¥ X K ¥ ¥ K ¥ ¥ ¥

"ngo SORRYM DEPLRTMENT

We have a sheaf of letters for ackn-
owledgment by publication, which are
being withheld for lack of space this
igsuce. They will,however, be included
in our next- Fall 1980~ edition.This,
however, does not let you other guys
off the hook. ¥We want and need your

-letters more than ever.Sc don't stopl

X OE ¥ ¥ K K ¥ % ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

DEM BUMPER STICKERS IWHAT'S THE RUSH!

It is better toc te late at the Pearly
Gate, than to arrive in Hell on time!

(Courtesy Mrs. bev Laidlaw)







